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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

September 26, 2006
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:


Water Resources, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:

Grant For Sustainable Landscape Television Series And Update On City’s Water Conservation Program
RECOMMENDATION:
That Council:

A. Receive a grant from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation in the amount of 
$23,500 for developing and implementing the Sustainable Landscaping 
Television Series and Website Update;

B. Increase the estimated 2006-2007 Water Fund Revenues by $23,500 and 
appropriate the same to the 2006-2007 Water Fund Operating Budget; and

C. Receive an update on the City’s Water Conservation Program.
DISCUSSION:
The Public Works Department, in partnership with the Santa Barbara County Water Agency, applied for and received a grant for $23,500 from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) to assist in funding the Sustainable Landscape Television Series, “Garden Wise Guys”, and updating the regional water conservation website, www.sbwater.org. 
The City, the Santa Barbara County Water Agency and the Goleta Water District began the “Garden Wise Guys” television series in 2004.  “Garden Wise Guys” is a 30-minute show about designing and maintaining a sustainable landscape.  The grant will involve production of four “Garden Wise Guys” episodes focusing on design, construction and maintenance of a sustainable landscape, with a focus on water wise plants.  A portion of the City’s Firescape Garden will be renovated as an example to be used in the episodes.

The website will be updated, with a section on the “Garden Wise Guys” show added to the website with summaries of each episode and information on related topics.

“Garden Wise Guys” is one of the many water conservation projects of the City’s Water Conservation Program.  Some of the recent activities of the City’s Water Conservation Program include:
· California Landscapes Budget Program (CLBP): This program provides customers with a monthly report on how close their irrigation was to the needs of the plants on site. Customers view monthly water usage and water costs at www.landscapebudgets.com, with a comparison of what they used that month versus what the actual plant water needs were, based on local weather.  The CLBP is funded as a pilot program by the California Urban Water Conservation Council (CUWCC).  CLBP will be launched to City irrigation account customers in September 2006.
· ET Irrigation Controller Distribution Program: The program involves distribution and installation of smart irrigation controllers to residential customers with significant landscape water usage.  The smart irrigation controller automatically calculates a scientifically-based irrigation schedule based on several factors, including plant and soil type.  It then adjusts the irrigation schedule as local weather changes to eliminate wasteful and damaging over- watering.  To date, 170 irrigation controllers have been installed in the City.  A CUWCC data analysis on results of smart irrigation controller programs, including Santa Barbara’s data, is currently taking place, and accurate water savings data will be available from that analysis.
· Website: The City provides water conservation educational information on the City’s recently updated website at www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov/water and promotes the regional water conservation website at www.sbwater.org. 
· One-Stop-Shop Rebate Program: The CUWCC received grant funding from Proposition 50 to manage a statewide, One-Stop Rebate program with a wide-ranging list of measures.  City participation will most likely be for rebates for cooling tower conductivity controllers, water brooms, high efficiency toilets, and high efficiency clothes washers.  This program is in the planning stages and will be launched in early 2007.
· Water Checkups: Each year, Staff continues to provide 350+ water checkups to homes and businesses.  They are very well received and continue to be a valuable customer service.
PREPARED BY:
Steve Mack, Water Resources Manager/AJ/dm
SUBMITTED BY:
Anthony J. Nisich, Public Works Director
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City Administrator’s Office
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