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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


ORDINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE

November 14, 2006

TO:



Ordinance Committee

FROM:


Public Works, Transportation/City Attorney's Office

SUBJECT:

Amendments To RV Parking Restrictions, Addition Of Nightwatch Person Exemption, And City Parking Lots For Inclusion In The Safe Parking Program
RECOMMENDATION:
That the Ordinance Committee:

A.
Provide direction to City staff regarding the limited area applicability for the City’s  RV night-time parking restrictions; 
B.
Review and forward for introduction and subsequent adoption, An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Amending Section 10.44.200 with Respect to RV and Other Large Vehicle Parking and Chapter 28.87 of the Santa Barbara Municipal Code with Respect to the Use of Recreational Vehicles as Temporary Overnight Accommodations Upon Certain Designated Zones for Nightwatch Persons; and
C.
Review and provide input to City staff regarding a list of potential City public parking lots. 
DISCUSSION:
On October 5, 2006, staff appeared before the Council Ordinance Committee for their consideration of possible revisions to the Santa Barbara Municipal Code relating to the overnight and long-term parking of RVs.  Upon the conclusion of the Ordinance Committee hearing, the Committee directed staff to return to the Committee with a draft ordinance incorporating the Municipal Code revisions which the Committee indicated were appropriate.
A.  RV Parking Restrictions:
Staff prepared draft amendments to the existing City RV restrictions, SBMC section 10.44.200.  These amendments would revise the Municipal Code so that City RV night-time parking restrictions would only apply to a limited area of the City.  For example, the ordinance could be limited to a defined waterfront area south of the freeway, or alternatively, south of the railroad tracks, and between Castillo Street and the east boundary of the City at the Bird Refuge and Coast Village Road.  Staff previously suggested and remains committed to the suggestion that the restricted hours be expanded beyond the limited current 2 a.m. to 6 a.m. time frame.  Consequently, the proposed ordinance amendment provides that the parking restrictions shall apply between midnight and 6 a.m.  Once adopted, this limited area will be signed on a perimeter basis with adequate signage.  
In addition, as also discussed at Ordinance Committee, the longstanding Municipal Code prohibition on the use of an RV for habitation purposes in the City Code, SBMC Sections 28.87.180 and 15.16.080, will remain in effect on a City-wide basis and will continue to be strictly enforced by City police.

B.  Nightwatch Person 

Staff has also prepared a draft amendment to SBMC section 28.87.180 which provides for a nightwatch person exemption in order to allow occupied RVs to be sited in the M-1 Zone (north of the US 101), and C-M Zone, east of Santa Barbara Street provided that the RVs are not parked within 50 feet of a residence.  The proposed parameters of such a program would be similar to those of the existing church and nonprofit RV overnight parking program in that RV occupants may act as night-time (sunset to sunrise only) security personnel in exchange for permission from the owner to use the property for overnight RV parking.  No compensation would be paid of the RV occupant, and the RV owner is not required to pay rent to the property owner.  Ideally, New Beginnings or a successor non-profit entity could assist in the management of this program as it does currently with the existing church and nonprofit parking program.  Such supervision would possibly allow this to become another method of transitioning a segment of the homeless population into permanent safe housing.
C.  Additional City Parking Lots as part of the City Overnight RV Parking Program
Staff also suggested and the Ordinance Committee was supportive of expanding the number of parking spaces in the Safe Parking Program administered by New Beginnings as set forth in Resolution No. 05-072 and SBMC §28.87.180(B). 
Staff initially proposed up to 8 possible parking lot locations:  Carrillo Commuter Lot (increase the number of RVs allowed), Cota Commuter Lot, City Hall, 630 Garden Street/Gebhard Meeting Room, 1235 Chapala (Between Louise Lowry Davis Center and Teen Center or along the corridor that connects to Anapamu Street), Garden/Cabrillo Visitor Center (“Pony Ride”) Lot, Overflow Lot at foot of Santa 
Barbara/Mason, and the Railroad Depot Parking Lot.  Since then, staff met and narrowed the potential sites to the following suggest lot locations:
· Carrillo Commuter Lot (increase the number of RVs allowed)

· Cota Commuter Lot
In addition, staff also proposes one additional parking lot that was not originally included in the list:

· RDA Lot (Quarantina St. and Cacique St.)

The City departmental staff that manage these various lots have been and are being consulted to identify the pros/cons of each location for this program and the operational conditions that would need to apply to each specific lot if it is to be made available for this use.   Staff is in the process of working and consulting with the appropriate city boards and commissions.

ATTACHMENT:
Draft RV Parking Ordinance
PREPARED BY:
Michelle Montez, Assistant City Attorney
SUBMITTED BY:
Stephen P. Wiley, City Attorney

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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