PARC FOUNDATION

Parks & Recreation Community Foundation

Annual Report

September 1, 2005- August 31, 2006
The Parks and Recreation Community Foundation (PARC) was incorporated as a non-profit organization with the purpose to promote and enhance open space, parks, recreation facilities and recreation opportunities that benefit the quality of life for everyone.  

Included in its Articles of Incorporation are the following PARC Foundation objectives:

1. To develop, cultivate and promote public awareness of the benefits that open space, parks, recreation and community service and related leisure-time activities contribute to the well being of the community and quality of life.

2. To promote the acquisition and development of open space, parks and recreation/community facilities in and around the greater Santa Barbara area as essential to a healthful, urban environment.

3. To encourage innovation in the development of programs and facilities that may not ordinarily be supported by government resources and to foster the more effective delivery of leisure services and opportunities.

4. To maintain and enhance the quality of park, recreation and community services for the present and future residents living in and around the greater Santa Barbara area.

Board of Directors
On August 31, 2006, there were 17 members on the PARC Board. The officers and board members are listed below:

Desmond O’Neill - President
Rosalind Amorteguy - Vice President (Incoming president 9/1/06)
Paul Menzel - Vice President
Howard Hudson - Secretary/Treasurer
Tom Caesar

Ada Conner 
Rusty Fairly

Iya Falcone - City Council Representative

Jeff Farrell

Steve Forsell – Parks and Recreation Commission Representative

Roger Horton - Pearl Chase Society Representative
Robert Patterson 
Al Pizano

Nancy Rapp - Parks and Recreation Director 

Katie O'Reilly Rogers

Jean Schuyler

Phil Van Horn 

Board Meetings
The Board met 8 times in regular board meetings during fiscal year 2005-2006.

PARC Accomplishments
Reimbursed the City of Santa Barbara Parks and Recreation Department $30,000 for the maintenance of the Douglas Family Preserve

Received a $22,000 capital grant on behalf of the Santa Barbara Teen Center from the Santa Barbara Foundation to purchase computers and game tables

Donated $5,000 through the Park Improvement Fund, collaborating with the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden, to fund the publication of a book about the Alice Keck Memorial Garden entitled Alice’s Garden
Received a Montecito Bank & Trust “Community Dividends” award of $10,000 for the second year

Honored as a co-recipient of the Santa Barbara News-Press Holiday Fund Raising drive, receiving a donation of $39,150

Received a grant of $90,000 on behalf of the Santa Barbara Teen Center from the Women’s Fund of Santa Barbara to be used for furnishings and equipment

Received a grant of $2,500 on behalf of Silver Follies/Razzle Dazzle from El Adobe Corporation to be used for sets, lighting and equipment

Received a grant of $2,653 on behalf of Learn to Swim program from the Orfalea Foundation
Received a grant of $15,000 on behalf of Concerts in the Parks from the Andrew H. Burnett Foundation
Transferred $1629.45 from the Harriet Miller Youth Endowment Fund to the Santa Barbara Youth Council

Entered into an agreement to hold funds with the Santa Barbara Lifeguard Association for Junior Lifeguard programs

Added Al Pizano to the Board of Directors 

Added Steve Forsell to the Board of Directors as Parks and Recreation Commission representative

Added Ada Conner to the Board of Directors (formerly on Board as Parks and Recreation Commission representative)

Entered into a consulting contract with the Non-profit Support Center for a three hour Board Member retreat (held July, 2006) to discuss the future direction of PARC and develop an action plan.  
Special Projects
Two years ago, PARC entered into an Agreement with the City of Santa Barbara to lead a community effort to obtain the National Guard Armory facility for community purposes.  PARC established a steering committee comprised of PARC Board members and other members of the community to pursue this goal. After much work on finding alternative sites for the Armory, a site acceptable to the National Guard was located.  During this past year, Armory Project Committee members have worked with the current occupant/lessee of the identified site to find alternative quarters, freeing up the site for Armory use.  That effort has not yielded results to date so the National Guard and the Committee are redirecting and expanding the search for a relocation site for the Armory. 
Ongoing Activities

The PARC Foundation supports community organizations by accepting and holding funds for groups that do not have non-profit status as well as programs or activities sponsored by the Santa Barbara Parks and Recreation Department. In some cases, the organizations are in the process of applying for non-profit status and use PARC services on an interim basis.  Past examples include the Greater Santa Barbara Ice Skating Association and the Marjorie Luke Theater. Many PARC supported organizations use the Foundation as a conduit for applying for and receiving grants for which they would not otherwise be eligible.  
Groups desiring to align with the PARC Foundation submit a Request for Foundation to Receive and Hold Funds on Behalf of an Organization, which must be approved by the PARC Foundation Board of Directors.  The PARC Foundation has not charged any fee for this service. 

Following is a list of current organizations or activities supported by PARC:

City Parks and Recreation Programs

Accessible Playgrounds

Adapted Programs

Alice Keck Park Memorial Gardens

Aquatic Services

Campership Alliance

Chase Palm Park Improvement Fund

Community Services

Cultural Arts

Friends of Franceschi Park

Friends of Shoreline Park

Friends of the Bird Refuge

Friends of the Santa Barbara Carousel

Kids World

Park Improvement Fund

Recreation Services

Russ Morrison Trust
Senior Recreation Services

Teen Programs

Youth Park Programs

Youth Sports Activities

Other Community groups:

AllForOne

Greater Santa Barbara Ice Skating Association

Horticultural Consortium

MacKenzie Park Lawn Bowls Recruitment Fund

Memorials

Pearl Chase Franceschi House Rehabilitation

Silver Follies
Waterfront Department Donor Program

Endowment Funds
Douglas Family Preserve

Harriet Miller Youth Endowment Fund

Future PARC Foundation Activities
Through a more formal, goal oriented committee structure, the PARC Foundation board will be developing an organizational fund raising plan; developing a Douglas Family Preserve Endowment plan; updating the PARC website; and developing an Honorary Board. Additionally, the Board continues to pursue the transfer of the Armory from the National Guard.
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