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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

January 30, 2007

TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


Administration Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:

Architecture 2030 Presentation

RECOMMENDATION:
 

That Council hear a presentation from representatives of the Architecture 2030 Coalition, and refer the recommendations to the City Council Subcommittee on Sustainability for review and recommendations.  

DISCUSSION:
 

A nationwide discussion has been building over the past year to slow the growth of greenhouse gas emissions and then reverse the trend over the next ten years.  One effort has been called Architecture 2030, led by architect Edward Mazria, and the 2030 Challenge they are promoting.  The 2030 Challenge focus has been on the built environment because according to their analysis, buildings are the major source of demand for energy and materials that produce by-product greenhouse gases.

Ed Mazria presented this information at a public lecture at the Marjorie Luke Theater on September 26, 2006, and in the David Gebhard Public Meeting Room on November 28, 2006 to invited staff, board and commission members, and elected officials. 

A local Architecture 2030 group has been formed, made up of representatives of the local American Institute of Architects (AIA), Community Environmental Council (CEC), building industry, and other environmental organizations.  They have requested a presentation to the entire Council at the January 30, 2007 meeting to encourage the City to take steps in meeting the 2030 challenge.
The specific requests of the group include the following:

· Adopt a Resolution accepting the 2030 Challenge;

· Adopt a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Silver standard for City buildings for all new construction, additions and major renovations;

· Train plan check staff and building inspectors to be LEED accredited;
· Amend the local building code to require that all new private and public construction exceed State Title 24 Energy Requirements by 20%;
· Encourage the Architecture 2030 Coalition to take the lead in professional and community group outreach;

· Broadcast the Ed Mazria lecture on CityTV Channel 18;

· Study incentives to promote green building design, including accelerated development review process, priority permit processing, public recognition and awards, and reduction or deferral of planning and building permit fees.

These are exciting proposals, but also substantive policy shifts with respect to public and private construction activity in the City.  Exceeding State Title 24 requirements may also require special approval from the State.

Staff recommends that the Council refer the issue to the City Council Subcommittee on Sustainability for review and analysis, with a report back to the City Council with recommendations.  Additionally, City staff is in the process of developing a policy for City facilities to address similar issues and training Building and Safety staff in LEED certification.  
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
 

Budget information will be analyzed by City staff as part of the Council sub-committee review of the proposals.
PREPARED BY:
Paul Casey, Community Development Director



Nina Johnson, Assistant to the City Administrator
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Community Development Director



Nina Johnson, Assistant to the City Administrator
APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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