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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

January 29, 2007
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:


City Clerk's Office, Administrative Services Department

SUBJECT:

Stand-Alone Election
RECOMMENDATION:
  That Council:
A. Receive an overview from staff related to plans to conduct a stand-alone election;

B. Hear presentations from consultants and officials involved with stand-alone elections; 
C. Consider the pros and cons of a poll vs. an all mail-in ballot election; and
D. Provide direction to staff on preferences and next steps.
BACKGROUND:
In March 2006, the City Council established the Municipal Election Reform Subcommittee, consisting of Mayor Marty Blum and Councilmembers Horton and Barnwell, to review issues related to municipal election reform.  The Subcommittee held several public hearings to discuss and receive input related to this subject.  

On November 14, 2006, the Subcommittee presented its recommendations to the City Council.  In response, the Council referred the Committee’s recommendations to the Council Ordinance Committee to:

· Consider and provide recommendations on the possibility of a City “Campaign Finance Disclosure Ordinance”;

· Provide recommendations for “Video Voter” and “Website” programs; and

· Consider the use of an “All Mail-In Ballot” (vs. a poll election) should the City conduct a stand-alone election.  

On January 9, 2007, the Ordinance Committee held its first meeting.  At that time, the Committee approved staff’s recommendation to conduct a work session to discuss staff’s plans to conduct a stand-alone election and discuss the pros and cons of an all mail-in ballot election vs. a traditional poll election.  The Ordinance Committee also directed staff to consider the issues related to municipal election reform on three separate tracks, namely:

· Conducting a City Stand-Alone Election - which is the subject of this Council Work Session;
· Establishing a Campaign Finance Reform Ordinance - which will be addressed at the February 6, 2007 Ordinance Committee Meeting; and 

· Designing/Implementing Video Voter/Website Programs - which will be addressed by an ad hoc committee advisory to the Ordinance Committee.
On February 6, 2007 at 12:00 p.m., the City Attorney’s Office will make a presentation to the Ordinance Committee to discuss the draft Campaign Finance Reform Ordinance.  The meeting will be held in the David Gebhard Public Meeting Room.  
The Citizen Advisory Ad Hoc Committee will return to the Ordinance Committee as soon as possible with recommendations regarding the implementation of a Video Voter/Website programs.  
DISCUSSION:

The goals of the City Council Work Session are for the Council to receive an overview from staff related to plans to conduct a stand-alone election, hear presentations from consultants and officials involved with stand-alone elections, and consider the pros and cons of a poll vs. an all mail-in ballot election.  In addition, staff would like to receive the Council’s perspective on a poll vs. an all mail-in ballot election.  It is anticipated that staff will return to the Council in February to receive final direction on the implementation of the 2007 election.  
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