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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

February 27, 2007
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


City Administrator’s Office


SUBJECT:

City Of Santa Barbara 2007 Legislative Platform
RECOMMENDATION:
That Council:

A. Adopt the proposed City of Santa Barbara 2007 Legislative Platform; and 

B. Authorize the Mayor, her designee in her absence, and staff, acting on behalf of the City of Santa Barbara, to contact state and federal representatives and send letters to advocate positions consistent with the goals of the City’s Legislative Platform.
DISCUSSION:


The City’s Legislative Platform outlines the City’s position on policy and legislative matters.  It serves as the foundation for the City to state its support, neutral or oppose position on State and Federal legislative actions.  

The Committee on Legislation held two meetings to review and discussed proposed updates to the Legislative Platforms.  On February 12, 2007, at the committee’s second meeting, the Committee on Legislation reviewed and adopted an updated Legislative Platform for 2007.  Attached is the updated version being recommended for Council approval.

Attached is the proposed City of Santa Barbara 2007 Legislative Platform (attachment 1).  Also attached is a summary of additions, underlined, and deletions, with strike overs (attachment 2). 

Legislative Platform
The platform has been updated to incorporate legislative policy positions adopted by Council over time.  The proposed Legislative Platform is structured under the following issue areas:
· Revenue and Taxation;

· Public Safety;

· Transportation, Communications and Public Works;

· Environmental Quality;

· Housing, Community and Economic Development;

· Community Services;

· Airport;

· Harbor;

· Employee Relations; and

· Administrative Services.
The proposed platform outlines legislative issues of interest to the City.  In cases where proposed legislation is not addressed in the Platform, staff will return to the City Council for final direction as may be necessary.
Guidelines for Advocacy

We will continue to use previously established guidelines for legislative advocacy.  The guidelines are designed to produce timely and effective communication with legislators.  Advocacy efforts will generally transpire in one or more of the following ways:

1. Advocacy Letters

· The platform is organized by topic with a lead department assigned to each topic.  With coordination from the City Administrator’s Office, designated departments are responsible for handling the process for taking positions on legislation as assigned.   

· Upon referral from the Mayor and Council, City Administrator’s Office, League of California Cities or other sources, designated department staff will compare legislative proposals against the City’s Legislative Platform.  If the proposed bill raises legal issues, department staff will consult with the City Attorney’s Office.
· If the matter is covered in our Legislative Platform and correspondence is determined to be appropriate, a letter will be drafted and forwarded electronically to the City Administrator’s Office and the Mayor’s Office for review and action.

· In cases where proposed legislation is not addressed in the Platform, staff will return to the City Council for final direction as may be necessary.   
· If necessary, the Mayor and/or staff will contact legislator(s), or their staff, via telephone, e-mail or in person to reinforce the City’s position or to provide additional information.

2.   Committee on Legislation

· During the legislative session, Staff may consult with and enlist the Council’s Committee on Legislation and/or the Mayor if efforts beyond the standard position letter are required.  The Mayor and Committee on Legislation may undertake direct contact with legislators or recommend to the City Council that more extensive actions be taken.  The Mayor and Committee members may also communicate with other parties who may also have an interest in proposed bills. 

· The Committee on Legislation has scheduled meetings on the fourth Monday of every month but will meet only as necessary.  Technical support for the Committee on Legislation is provided by staff from the City Administrator and the City Attorney’s offices.
3. Meetings with State and Federal Representatives

· On a biannual basis, the Committee on Legislation proposes to invite members of our State Assembly, State Senate and Congress, to committee meetings to discuss legislative positions and interests.  
· The Mayor and Councilmembers will be invited when the meetings are scheduled; City Staff will participate as appropriate.  
ATTACHMENT 1:
Proposed City of Santa Barbara 2007 Legislative Platform
ATTACHMENT 2:
Summary of Changes to 2007 Legislative Platform
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