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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
March 13, 2007
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Housing and Redevelopment Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:
State Workforce Housing Reward Grant Application
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:

A.
Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Authorizing the Submission of an Application for Grant Funds to the California Department of Housing and Community Development’s Workforce Housing Reward Program;
B.
If awarded, authorize the Community Development Director to execute a grant agreement and related documents in a form acceptable to the City Attorney and to make nonsubstantive changes as necessary; and

C.
Upon award of the grant funds to the City, increase estimated revenues and appropriations in the General Fund capital fund for the installation of new bus shelters by the amount of the award, which is estimated to be $100,000.

DISCUSSION:

In response to a Notice of Funding Availability issued by the California Department of Housing and Community Development, staff requests authorization to submit an application for funds under the State’s Workforce Housing Reward Program. This program is funded through Proposition 46 and provides grant funds to municipalities that produce affordable housing. The grant funds can be used to fund any capital asset project that benefits the community, and staff proposes that they be used for a public improvement project that has been identified as a priority by the City’s Neighborhood Improvement Committee (Committee) – bus shelters along Metropolitan Transit District (MTD) Lines 1 and 2.

The City qualifies for the grant funds based on the number of affordable units for which building permits were issued during calendar year 2006 – the Mental Health Association’s project (Building Hope) under construction on Garden Street, the Peoples’ Self-Help Housing Corporation’s project (Casas Las Granadas) under construction adjacent to the Granada Garage parking structure, and the three units under construction by Habitat for Humanity on Via Lucero. Depending upon funding availability, staff expects that the City could receive about $100,000 in funds from the State this year. This is the last year these funds will be available to the City.

Previous Years’ Awards

The City has made good use of these funds over the last three years. Last year, the City received a $298,862 grant, which is being used to make handicap access improvements to the Franklin Center, based on recommendations from the Committee. Two years ago, the City received a $331,063 grant, which was used to partially fund two pedestrian lighting projects and one curbs, gutter, sidewalks project that were all identified as priorities by the Committee. The City received a small grant ($28,800) three years ago that was used to conduct a comprehensive City-wide survey of commercially-zoned land. 

Proposed Award for Current Year

Staff met again this year with the Committee, and, like last year, there was unanimous agreement that the funds would best be used for public improvements in neighborhoods where we have built affordable housing projects or where significant numbers of low and moderate income people live. It was also suggested that the State funds be used for a project that was submitted for this year’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) capital funding, since requests for this year’s CDBG capital funding exceed available CDBG funds. Thus, the Committee selected a project that would construct new bus shelters along MTD bus Lines 1 and 2.

The project consists of six new bus shelters along vital routes at high volume stops that will increase the safety and security of bus riders. MTD identified Lines 1 and 2 as the busiest bus routes in the City and has targeted the six high volume stops based on ridership data (boarding numbers) and surrounding neighborhood density. The routes identified service the Lower Eastside, Downtown and Westside. These areas have significant numbers of low and moderate income residents.
The City collaborated with MTD on the locations, elements of design and the estimated budget for the proposed bus shelters. The standardized design for the shelter has been pre-approved by MTD and the City’s Architectural Board of Review. The shelters would provide enhanced safety, security, and shelter to riders waiting for buses. While the proposed stops (listed below) comprise MTD’s top priorities, MTD does not have the funding available to construct them.
1.
South Voluntario at Indio Muerto – outbound (toward Carpinteria Ave.)

2.
Milpas at Montecito – outbound (toward Anapamu)

3.
San Andres at Sola – inbound (toward Carrillo)

4.
Carrillo at Bath – outbound (toward US 101) 

5.
San Andres at Anapamu – inbound (toward Carrillo) 

6.
South Salinas at Clifton – outbound (toward US 101)
The shelters would be identical to the new shelter on Milpas (in front of Trader Joe’s) and would feature benches, lighting and trash/recycling receptacles similar to those on State Street.

The estimated cost for installing the six shelters is $128,100. While staff estimates the State award will be about $100,000, the actual amount awarded could vary up or down (as it has in previous years), depending on the number of localities submitting applications. If the City receives less than $128,100 in State funds, then the City could either install fewer bus shelters, or use CDBG funds to make up the shortfall.

Sustainability Impact

The project would meet two goals of the City’s Sustainable Santa Barbara Program. 1) Lighting for the bus shelters incorporates solar power, thereby helping meet the goal of reducing emergency consumption. 2) The bus shelters also feature trash/recycling receptacles, which provide more opportunities for people to recycle in public places. Moreover, the receptacles will be made from 80 percent post-consumer recycled steel, and the receptacles themselves are 100 percent recyclable. This helps meet the goal of diverting waste from landfills by increasing recycling efforts.
Conclusion

Staff recommends that Council authorize submitting an application for the bus shelters under the State Workforce Housing Reward Program and, if funded, ask Council to appropriate funds to the General Fund capital fund in the amount of the State award. On February 27, 2007, the Finance Committee unanimously approved staff recommendations.
PREPARED BY:
David Gustafson, Housing and Redevelopment Manager/Assistant Community Development Director/SK

SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Community Development Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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