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City of Santa Barbara 
Waterfront Department
Memorandum


DATE:
April 16, 2007


TO:
Mayor & City Councilmembers
FROM:
Board of Harbor Commissioners
SUBJECT:
RV Overnight Parking – Garden Street Parking Lot (Pony Ride)
At the March 15th Harbor Commission meeting, the Commission reviewed and considered a proposal to include the Garden Street parking lot as part of New Beginnings Safe Parking Program.  The Commission passed a motion on a 4 – 1 vote to :

Recommend to City Council that the Garden Street parking lot not be used for overnight RV parking as part of the New Beginnings Safe Parking Program even though Commission supports the program.  
The Commission requested staff to summarize the discussion points as well as the operational concerns outlined by Waterfront staff.  Listed below are the Commission’s comments and concerns:

· RVs Currently Take Advantage of Inexpensive Waterfront Parking Permits by Parking All Day

· Potential Additional Costs to the Department

· Harbor Master Plan/Coastal Act Issues  

· Program Should Concentrate Overnight RV Parking to Only One Lot

· Waterfront Resources Should Be Used for Ocean Related and Ocean Dependent Uses

· Not Consistent with the Harbor Policies and Mission

· Not Appropriate Use of Waterfront Facilities/Resources

· Number of RVs Could Potentially Increase

· Enforcement Issues/Operational Problems

· No Overnight RV Parking or Camping Allowed in Waterfront Parking Lots Per Santa Barbara Municipal Code

· Affordability Issues for Everyone in Santa Barbara, Not Mandated to Live Here

The Waterfront Department staff report outlined several operational issues, which could be problematic with the night time RV parking proposal.  Currently, all Waterfront Parking Lots (except Main Harbor Lot) have a prohibition from parking any vehicles from 2:00 a.m. to 6 a.m.  This was enacted due to the proliferation of night-time RV parking/camping issues and concerns that developed several years ago.  In January of this year, as part of the City’s efforts to address these concerns, the Council adopted an amendment to the parking restrictions contained in the Municipal Code.  The amendment increased the night-time on-street restrictions applicable to RVs in the Waterfront area (i.e. the designated area between Highway 101 and Cabrillo Boulevard from Castillo on the west to the easterly City limits), by prohibiting all on-street RV parking within this area between midnight and 6:00 a.m.  These new Municipal Code RV parking restrictions will not take effect until the required signage has been posted, which is expected to occur prior to June 1, 2007.
Expanding RV parking to overnight stays may send a mixed message especially in the Waterfront area where RV parking will be, for the most part, prohibited from overnight parking.  Although the recommendation includes a prohibition from those participants in the New Beginnings Safe Parking Program from purchasing Annual Waterfront Parking Permits, staff believes enforcement will be difficult.  Additionally, the other City lots identified for participation in this program have daily parking lot users who will enter the lot in the early morning, prompting the New Beginnings RV permit holder to exit the lot by a certain time.  That situation will not be the case with the Garden Street Lot as Waterfront parking lots are basically available for public parking all day except for the 2:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. prohibited hours.  Again, enforcement will be difficult.
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