Council Agenda Report

Expansion Of Resident Permit Parking Area L To Include Greenwell Lane
April 10, 2007
Page 3

[image: image1.png]


CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

April 10, 2007
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:


Transportation Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:

Expansion Of Resident Permit Parking Area L To Include Greenwell Lane
RECOMMENDATION:


That Council adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Expanding Parking Permit Area “L” in the Hacienda Drive Residential Area to Include Greenwell Lane.

BACKGROUND:

In 1984, Council established the Resident Parking Permit Program as a parking management tool to recognize the parking needs of residents living in areas where different groups of motorists compete for the same parking.  Section 10.46.040 of the Santa Barbara Municipal Code (SBMC) describes the process residents and Staff must complete in order to establish a Resident Permit Parking Program for their neighborhood.

Area L (Exhibit A to the Resolution) was established on April 9, 1996, by Resolution No. 96-042 in accordance with Section 10.46.040 of the SBMC, and includes Hacienda Drive, Hacienda Way, Portola Lane, and Parks Road.  Parking restriction signs were posted only on those blockfaces associated with the eligible addresses included in Area L, and eligible residents have purchased parking permits.  The posted restriction, which applies at all times without a timed grace period, requires that all vehicles display an Area L permit.  The residents support continuation of this program for their neighborhood.

The implementation of Resident Permit Parking Area L in 1996 was due, in part, to a recommendation by the Santa Barbara Police Department to provide an additional tool to control illegal and undesirable activities in the neighborhood.  Staff contacted Police Staff to request a reaffirmation for the continuance of parking restrictions to help control undesirable activity in the neighborhood.  The Police have responded in favor of continuing the parking program. 

Greenwell Lane is a new development of single family dwellings constructed in 2005.  The Transportation Division began to receive complaints from new homeowners as soon as they began moving in, due to non-Greenwell Lane residents parking vehicles on the street.  Complaints included high parking occupancy, nowhere for guests to park, parked vehicles obstructing driveways, car alarms activating, and vehicles parked in violation of posted Fire Lane restrictions.  

Residents of Greenwell Lane, per the Municipal Code, have demonstrated their desire for the City to regulate parking on their street.  On November 21, 2006, Staff presented the resident’s request to Council and requested that Council direct the Transportation Engineer to complete parking studies to determine whether a need exists to include Greenwell Lane in Permit Parking Area L.  

The Transportation Engineer’s Report dated March 1, 2007 (Attachment), indicates that there is a need to regulate parking on behalf of the residents of Greenwell Lane.  

DISCUSSION:

Transportation Engineer’s Report

Greenwell Lane is a one-block, u-shaped cul-de-sac extending east of the 2500 block of Modoc Road just south of the intersection of Modoc Road, Hacienda Drive and Portola Lane.  Greenwell Lane serves approximately 24 homes and an open space.  The roadway width is sufficient for two-way traffic and one-side parking only.  The even-numbered side of the street is posted “No Parking”, and the end of the cul-de-sac is posted “Fire Lane/No Parking” for adequate turn-around space for vehicles and emergency equipment.  The odd-numbered side of the street can accommodate twenty-five parked vehicles.  Although Greenwell Lane intersects with Modoc Road, the residents of Greenwell Lane do not benefit from Modoc Road as a parking supply.

Staff conducted Parking Occupancy Surveys on Greenwell Lane.  The parking occupancy exceeded 100% of the parking supply each time the occupancy was observed.  This indicates that all of the appropriate parking spaces were occupied and additional vehicles were parked illegally where “No Parking” restrictions were posted, or vehicles encroached into areas provided for driveway ingress and egress.  

Staff Recommendation

City Staff recommends that Council accept the Transportation Engineer’s Report which indicates that parking regulations are necessary on Greenwell Lane.  Furthermore, Staff recommends that Council satisfy the Municipal Code 10.46.040 by holding a Public Hearing to receive any public comment regarding the inclusion of Greenwell Lane into Permit Parking Area “L”.  Upon completion of the Public Hearing, Staff recommends that Council adopt a Resolution to include Greenwell Lane in the boundaries of Area “L”.

ATTACHMENT(S):       Transportation Engineer’s Report

PREPARED BY:
Browning Allen, Transportation Manager/JH/lsp/tm
SUBMITTED BY:
Anthony J. Nisich, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator’s Office
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