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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

April 3, 2007
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:


Water Resources, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:

Approval Of Contract For Ocean Monitoring
RECOMMENDATION:


That Council authorize the Public Works Director to execute a contract with Aquatic Bioassay and Consulting Laboratories (ABC Labs) in the amount of $42,310 to conduct ocean monitoring as required by the City’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit for wastewater discharge, and authorize the Public Works Director to approve expenditures up to $5,000 to cover any cost increases that may result from contract change orders for extra work.

DISCUSSION:
As a condition of the City’s NPDES permit, once every five years we are required to collect specialized samples from the area around the ocean outfall and analyze them to ensure there are no long term or bio-accumulative affects from the ocean discharge.  To do this, the City contracts with a specialized firm to collect bottom sediment samples, fish, and benthic biota (bottom dwelling organisms) from the area around outfall.  Sediments and tissue samples from collected fish are analyzed to determine if there is an accumulation of pollutants.  Benthic biota are evaluated to determine if the discharge from the outfall is affecting the population distribution of bottom dwelling organisms (selecting for or against certain species).  Samples collected near the outfall are compared to control samples taken from an area well away from any known source of pollution.  

To select a firm to complete this specialized work the City issued a Request For Proposal (RFP) to three firms.  Two proposals were received and staff recommends the selection of ABC Labs from Ventura to perform the ocean monitoring.  ABC Labs is well qualified, submitted the lowest fee, and successfully completed the previous ocean monitoring sampling in 2002.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

This project was anticipated and there are sufficient funds in the wastewater operating budget to pay for the required work. 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT:
Evaluation of the sediments and organisms in the immediate area of the wastewater discharge is performed to determine whether long-term or cumulative impacts of wastewater discharge are adversely affecting the environment.  This evaluation allows us to determine whether the receiving water is being adequately protected by established pollutant limits. 

PREPARED BY:
Rebecca Bjork, Wastewater System Manager/RB/spm
SUBMITTED BY:
Anthony J. Nisich, Public Works Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator’s Office
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