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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

May 15, 2007
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


Environmental Services, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:

Possible Ban Of Polystyrene And Plastic Shopping Bags
RECOMMENDATION:   That Council:

A.   
Receive a brief report from Santa Barbara City College students on the benefits of banning the use of expanded polystyrene (EPS) in the food service sector in the City of Santa Barbara; and
B.  
If appropriate, refer the issue of a possible ban of polystyrene and petroleum plastic grocery bags to the Council’s Solid Waste Committee for further analysis and review.
DISCUSSION:
 

Councilmembers Barnwell, Falcone, and Williams have requested that Council receive a presentation by Santa Barbara City College students on the benefits of banning the use of expanded polystyrene (EPS) in the food service sector in the City of Santa Barbara.  EPS is commonly used in the food service industry in “carry-out” containers.  Due to its light weight, EPS blows out of trash containers and becomes a source of litter on our roadways and beaches.  Once in the environment, it breaks into small pieces and is often ingested by marine animals and migratory birds.  Because it is not biodegradable or recyclable, EPS negatively impacts the airspace of the Tajiguas Landfill.  
Several California cities, including Berkeley (prohibiting EPS since 1990), Oakland and Santa Cruz, have banned EPS and replaced it with biodegradable and recyclable products.  Biodegradable and recyclable alternatives to EPS food service containers are readily available.  
Councilmembers have also expressed interest in the possibility of banning petroleum-based plastic shopping bags.  Several California jurisdictions are currently considering such a ban in the wake of the City and County of San Francisco’s passing of an ordinance banning petroleum-based plastic shopping bags for use at larger grocery stores.
If Council wishes to pursue either of these strategies, staff recommends that the matter be referred to the Council’s Solid Waste Committee.  The Committee could then work with appropriate City staff to fully analyze the legal, business and logistic issues that should be considered if either of these strategies are implemented.  The committee could also discuss appropriate outreach strategies to ensure that impacted businesses and stakeholders can provide input into the process.

Staff can also provide a summary and schedule of the projects and programs currently under way in the Solid Waste Strategic Plan (Plan) and how implementing these two bans might impact the timeliness of the current elements of the Plan.
SUSTAINABILITY IMPACTS:

Banning the use of EPS in the food service industry and petroleum-based plastic bags would be another step toward the City’s long-term goal of maximizing diversion from the Tajiguas landfill.  Banning these items would reduce litter on our roadways and beaches and, ultimately, contribute to a healthier marine environment for a more sustainable community.
PREPARED BY:
Stephen MacIntosh, Environmental Services Supervisor 
SUBMITTED BY:
Anthony J. Nisich, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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