RESOLUTION NO. ______
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA BARBARA APPROVING THE UPPER STATE STREET STUDY IMPROVEMENT MEASURES; DIRECTING STAFF TO RETURN TO COUNCIL WITH AN IMPLEMENTATION WORK PROGRAM; AND PROVIDING INTERIM DIRECTION FOR THE REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN THE UPPER STATE STREET AREA.
WHEREAS, on April 25, 2006, the City Council of the City of Santa Barbara initiated a focused planning study of the Upper State Street Study Area between Highway 101/Calle Real and Calle Laureles to identify improvements to benefit urban design and transportation, and to provide guidance for review of development applications; and
WHEREAS, the City of Santa Barbara Planning and Transportation Planning Divisions, along with transportation and urban design consultant contractors, undertook a study process for the Upper State Street Study Area between April 2006 and April 2007 that included (1) discussions with City advisory boards and commissions; (2) preparation and public release of an Information Booklet on existing conditions and issues; (3) preparation of an independent traffic, circulation, and parking study; (4) public noticing of community involvement opportunities; (5) a public walking tour of the study area; (6) two community workshops; (7) a traffic work session at a joint meeting of the Planning Commission and Transportation and Circulation Committee; (8) preparation and public release of the Upper State Street Traffic, Circulation, and Parking Study Report and the Upper State Street Study Report; (9) public meetings and comments from the City of Santa Barbara Creeks Advisory Committee, Transportation & Circulation Committee, Park and Recreation Commission, Architectural Board of Review, and Metropolitan Transit District Board; and (10) receipt of numerous comments from individuals and community interest groups at workshops, hearings, and via letter and electronic mail; and 
WHEREAS, on April 12, 2007, the Planning Commission of the City of Santa Barbara received the Upper State Street Study Report and held a public hearing to solicit public comment on the report; and
WHEREAS, following consideration of the Upper State Street Study Report and public comment on the report, the Planning Commission enthusiastically supported the Study with a unanimous vote, and forwarded the Upper State Street Study to the City Council with their recommendations; and 
WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on May 8, 2007, and considered the Upper State Street Study Report, staff, advisory board, and Planning Commission reports, and public comments.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA BARBARA that:

1.
The Upper State Street Study Report urban design and transportation improvement measures specified in the Upper State Street Study Report Improvement Measures Summary and Summary Diagrams, attached hereto as Exhibits A through D, are hereby approved.

2.
Staff is directed to proceed with preparing a framework of issues to be addressed in a future La Cumbre Plaza Specific Plan based on the initial analysis in the Upper State Street Study.
3.
Staff is directed to return to City Council with a work program for initial implementation of near-term improvement measures identified in Exhibit A, and the La Cumbre Specific Plan framework.   The work program shall include a schedule goal for the amendments to the Upper State Street Area Design Guidelines to be completed within one year.
4.
The Upper State Street Study Report Improvement Measures Summary and Summary Diagrams (Exhibits A through D) shall provide interim guidance and direction for City review and permitting of development applications within the Upper State Street Study Area and locations identified on the summary diagrams, until such time as updated policy guidance and direction is provided to the extent such guidance and direction do not conflict with express standards specified in the Municipal Code.
5.
The City Council recognizes the importance of the approved Upper State Street Study improvement measures in implementing adopted Circulation Element and Pedestrian Master Plan policies and directives within this area.
6.
The City Council also recognizes the linkages between the Upper State Street Study and the 2005 Conditions, Trends, and Issues Report Executive Summary discussion of key land use issues that will be considered further for the Upper State Street Area and citywide as part of the upcoming Plan Santa Barbara General Plan update process, including: (1) How to reconcile the need for housing with the constraints of circulation systems without degrading neighborhoods and quality of life, (2) How to locate development to take advantage of transit and other alternative transportation modes, (3) What are appropriate development standards for residential development in commercial corridors, (4) How to provide additional park, open space and public service needs in areas accommodating additional development, and (5) How to provide clear policy guidance for future land use decisions and still provide flexibility for special needs and circumstances. These key land use issues are inherent in the three Upper State Street General Direction statements for urban design, transportation, and longer-range objectives: (1) Maintain and enhance the unique character of Upper State Street, including the public streetscape, open space, creeks, views, site design, and building aesthetics; (2) Improve traffic, circulation, pedestrian and bicycle connectivity, and parking; and (3) Preserve longer-range future improvement opportunities.
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