ATTACHMENT 5
CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

FIRE & POLICE COMMISSION MINUTES
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Thursday February 22, 2007 @ 4:30
Police Department Briefing/Murphy Room
215 E. Carrillo
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

REGULAR MEETING
1.
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL:

Present:

Commissioners: Signor, Rodriguez, Lennon, Atkins and Handy
Staff Present:
Police Chief Cam Sanchez, Fire Chief Ron Prince, Councilmember Iya Falcone, Assistant City Attorney David McDermott, Captain Bob Lowry, Secretary Barbara Sansone, Permits Technician Holly Michels
2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION: 
Rodriguez to approve Regular Meeting minutes of January 26, 2007. 
VOTE:  
Unanimous voice vote with: Motion passed
3.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Any member of the public may address the Fire & Police Commission for up to one minute on any subject within the jurisdiction of the Commission that is not scheduled for a public hearing before the Commission.  The total time for this item is 10 minutes.  If you wish to address the Commission under this item, please complete and deliver to the Commission Secretary before the meeting is convened, a “Request to Speak” form, including a description of the subject you wish to address.

Secretary Barbara Sansone was asked by Kay Morter of the Holiday Inn Express to read a letter from Kay Morter regarding her opinion on dance permits since she was unable to attend the meeting.  The letter was read by Barbara Sansone.
4.
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT:
Commissioner Rodriguez spoke regarding a petition that was being signed to reinstate the Westside Bike Patrol.  Chief Sanchez stated that we have enough bikes but not enough people to staff the Westside Bike Patrol.
5.
OLD BUSINESS:

None
6.
NEW BUSINESS:

Commissioner Lennon requested an updated list of all businesses with dance permits.
7.
Sandbar – 514 State St. - Dance Permit
Present:
Aaron Ashland, Greg Newman & Ron Newman
Greg Newman gave a presentation regarding his company’s plans for responsibly operating the Sandbar.
MOTION:
Lennon moved to grant a Dance Permit to the Sandbar with all of the conditions listed in the Police Department’s Recommendation
VOTE:
3 Yes (Lennon, Atkins and Rodriguez); 2 No (Signor, Handy):

Motion passed

Commissioner Signor requested that the Fire and Police Commissioners be notified when a business has an abundance of violations.  Captain Lowry stated that this will be part of the new Dance Permit Ordinance.  Captain Lowry also stated that granting this permit will not increase the number of dance permits in the downtown area and that there has been a 16% reduction in offenses overall from 2005 and 2006.  
Tamara Erickson of the Hotel Santa Barbara asked about appealing this decision at City Council.  Councilmember Iya Falcone thought that it was not appealable.  Assistant City Attorney David McDermott read a statement regarding the code for this and stated that he thought that this would be appealable through the Superior Court.

8.
FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT

Points of Discussion

· Chief Prince updated progress being made on the Benefit Assessment District; 14 miles of road clearance; handout showing roads cleared; 220 cubic yards of clearance; 250 cubic yards of flammable vegetation will have been cleared by the end of the project.
· Evacuation drill to be held on April 28th, to include 1000 residents in the Riviera; 18 Agencies involved.
· 99% complete with video training conferencing system.
· Council approved new promotional process for the Fire Department; continuous recruitment program; 3 openings for Engineers at present.
· New 48/96 schedule is working well; commutes reduced by 50%.
9.
POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT: 

Points of Discussion:

· Open test, 80 participants, 40 passed, 26 in background

· Sergeant Whitham has been promoted to Lieutenant, effective upon the next Lieutenant retirement.
· 2 Sergeants leaving/retiring in the near future, Sergeant testing next month.
· 2 cadets starting the Academy today

· 5 graduates on March 30, Class Sergeant is Crystal Bedolla of the Santa Barbara Police Department
Commissioner Handy asked about procedures for Search Warrants.  Chief Sanchez stated that video cameras are used during searches and that the policy is not to “ransack.”

10.
ADJOURN:
5:35
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