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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
June 26, 2007
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Parks Division, Parks and Recreation Department
SUBJECT:
Downtown Organization Maintenance Agreement Fiscal Year 2008
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council approve and authorize the Parks and Recreation Director to execute an agreement in the amount of $663,700 with the Downtown Organization (DO) for landscape maintenance, sidewalk cleaning, and general maintenance of the 00-1200 blocks of State Street and various cross streets from July 1, 2007, through June 30, 2008.
DISCUSSION:
At the beginning of each fiscal year, the City of Santa Barbara contracts with the Santa Barbara Downtown Organization (DO) to provide landscape maintenance, sidewalk cleaning, and general maintenance of the 00-1200 blocks of State Street and many of the cross streets between Chapala and Anacapa Streets.  The primary purpose of the contract is to maintain State Street in a clean, neat and attractive condition.  Services provided by the DO include:

· Landscape maintenance and plant installation in accordance with State Street Maintenance Guidelines

· Trash and litter removal

· Sidewalk washing

· Cleaning and painting of all vertical surfaces of kiosks, planters, fountains, telephone booths

· Cleaning and maintenance of drinking and decorative fountains

· Paying for the cost of the water used to perform maintenance outlined in agreement

· Regular maintenance on Paseo Figueroa

· Repair of vandalized or broken irrigation system components

· Regular maintenance at Storke Placita

· Providing City staff with notice of safety hazards

Sidewalk cleaning is one of the daily services provided by the DO. Two to three sidewalk block faces are cleaned each day using a hand-held power washer on a cart.  This activity results in the discharge of some wash water runoff to the street.  With the completion of the City’s Storm Water Management Program (SWMP), and with regulatory direction from the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, sidewalk wash water can no longer be discharged to the street.  

To address this requirement, City and DO staff are developing an efficient and cost-effective method to collect the water.  It is anticipated that the collection system will allow some of the water to be recycled and re-used, with residual water discharged into the planter beds and other landscaped areas.  The system that is currently in design would also be operated by hand and would integrate with the current hand-held power washer.
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

Funding for this contract, in the amount of $663,700, is included in the proposed Fiscal Year 2008 budget.  The agreement represents an increase of $45,425 from Fiscal Year 2007.  The 7% increase includes additional funding support for salaries, materials and supplies, and administration.  The cost to purchase the wash water runoff collection system is anticipated to be $15,000.  City Staff and the DO will monitor staff requirements for implementation.
SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT:  

Landscape maintenance on State Street supports the City’s sustainability goals.  The DO uses methods such as hand weeding in landscape maintenance activities to control weeds and eliminate pests.  The use of “Green” materials and methods helps the City of Santa Barbara become more sustainable.
PREPARED BY:
Santos Escobar, Parks Manager
SUBMITTED BY:
Nancy L. Rapp, Parks and Recreation Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office

�








	
	
	
	

	REVIEWED BY:
	__________Finance
	__________Attorney
	_______Name of Additional Department(s) That Need to Review CAR


	
	
	
	
	

	
	Agenda Item No._________________ 



