RESOLUTION NO. _________

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA BARBARA Adopting the Santa Barbara Countywide Integrated Regional Water Management Plan
WHEREAS, in November 2002, the California electorate approved Proposition 50 (the Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Act of 2002, Water Code Section 79560 et seq), which included $500 million under Chapter 8 for projects included in an Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP); 
WHEREAS, Proposition 50, Chapter 8 Implementation funds will only be awarded to Regions with an adopted IRWMP, and other recently adopted State water bond measures include similar IRWMP requirements;
WHEREAS, staff of the City of Santa Barbara, along with other public agencies in Santa Barbara County, have participated as Cooperating Partners under a “Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to Develop an Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP) in Santa Barbara County” and have completed the first edition of the Santa Barbara Countywide Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (SBCIRWMP), dated May 2007;
WHEREAS, Table 7-1, “Integration of Water Management Strategies, Regional Priorities, and Objectives –Short Term Priorities (5 years)” of the SBCIRWMP appropriately identifies Regional Priorities for water management, summarized as follows:
· Reduce the potential for flooding;
· Increase water supply reliability;

· Strategically restore and replace wastewater infrastructure;

· Ensure adequacy of water and wastewater facilities in disadvantaged communities;

· Improve surface and ocean water quality and reduce beach closures;
· Define groundwater contamination sources and prevention strategies;
· Protect, restore, and enhance ecological processes in aquatic areas;
· Ensure adequacy of water supplies during emergencies;

· Develop programs and policies to increase groundwater recharge or decrease groundwater use; and

· Encourage interagency cooperation in beginning to develop groundwater banking programs.

WHEREAS, the widespread adoption of the SBCIRWMP will ensure multi-agency participation in future water management planning efforts in the Santa Barbara County region; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Analyst has determined that adoption of the SBCIRWMP is exempt from the requirements of California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA BARBARA AS FOLLOWS:

The City of Santa Barbara hereby adopts the Santa Barbara Countywide Integrated Regional Water Management Plan dated May 2007 and directs the Environmental Analyst to file a Notice of Exemption in accordance with the provisions of CEQA.
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