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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

June 19, 2007
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


Historic Landmarks Commission

SUBJECT:

Proposed Designation Of The Huning Mansion At 1732 Santa Barbara Street As A City Landmark

RECOMMENDATION:
That Council adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the Huning Mansion at 1732 Santa Barbara Street (Assessor's Parcel Number 027-112-001) as a City Landmark.

DISCUSSION:
Though classified as Mission Revival style on the City’s Historical Survey, the house at 1732 Santa Barbara Street exemplifies a hybrid of period styles including Mission Revival, Neoclassical, and a hint of Craftsman.  While a fair number of modestly scaled Mission Revival-style houses exist in the City, few substantial two-story examples have retained the architectural integrity of this house.  Designed by local architect, J. W. Bagley, and constructed by Edward F. Edwards, a prominent Santa Barbara builder, this house is a stand-out among its neighbors.  Known as the Huning Mansion, it was built for retired Arizona cattleman Henry Huning and his wife in 1904.  A News Press article dated January 1, 1905, touted the 7,000 square-foot mansion as having the finest interiors ever seen in Santa Barbara.  The Hunings continued to live in the house until 1923, after which it sat vacant through 1932.  It has had a succession of owners who used it as an inspirational boarding house for the architects of Santa Barbara, and as a hotel during World War II.  In 1973, then owner Bonnie Ontiveros opened a business there, selling custom-fitted feminine undergarments, until it was shut down by the City as a zoning violation.  A series of sandstone steps and retaining walls lead from the street up to the Neoclassical covered porch, which shelters an extra-wide Craftsman-inspired front door.  The slender columns supporting the porch roof and symmetrically placed pergolas are Doric, while the front door and flanking windows feature pointed arched mullions.  The façade is symmetrical except for slight differences in the two bay windows.  The North bay is rounded, with curved glass windows and a bell-shaped roof, while the South bay is hexagonal.  This house retains a high degree of architectural integrity (with only the roofing material being replaced) and appears much as it did more than 100 years ago.  The current owner has completed extensive renovations of the interior, bringing the exceptional woodwork back to its original condition.

The subject property has been on the City of Santa Barbara Potential Historic Structures List since 1986 because of the significance of both its history and its architecture.
Section 22.22.050 of the “Historic Structures” chapter of the Municipal Code states that the City Council may designate any property a Landmark by adopting a resolution of designation following receipt of a recommendation from the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC).

The property owner of the residence at 1732 Santa Barbara Street, Assessor’s Parcel No. 027-112-001, has provided written permission that this property be designated as a City Landmark (see attachment 1).

On December 13, 2006, the HLC adopted a Resolution of Intention to begin the Landmark designation process for the residence at 1732 Santa Barbara Street, Assessor’s Parcel No. 027-112-001.

At its public hearing on January 10, 2007, the HLC adopted Resolution No. 2007-1 to recommend to City Council that it designate the residence at 1732 Santa Barbara Street, Assessor’s Parcel No. 027-112-001, as a City Landmark (see attachment 2).

Under the provisions of Article 19, Section 15308 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines and the City List of Activities Determined to Qualify for a Categorical Exemption (City Council Resolution dated November 10, 1998), Staff has determined that the designation of the residence at 1732 Santa Barbara Street, Assessor’s Parcel No. 027-112-001, as a City Landmark is a Categorical Exemption.

SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA:
The Historic Landmarks Commission finds that the Huning Mansion at 1732 Santa Barbara Street, Assessor’s Parcel No. 027-112-001, meets the following criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code.

A. Its character, interest, or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;

D. Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to the City, the State, or the Nation;

E. Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a neighborhood;

G. Its embodiment of elements demonstrating outstanding attention to architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship; and

I. Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Letter from the property owner requesting landmark designation
2. Historic Landmarks Commission Resolution No. 2007-1 (without attachments)
PREPARED BY:
Jake Jacobus, Urban Historian

SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Community Development Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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