Council Agenda Report

Proposed Designation Of The D'Alfonso House At 1710 Mira Vista Avenue As A City Landmark

June 19, 2007
Page 3

[image: image1.png]


CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

June 19, 2007
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


Planning Division, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:

Proposed Designation Of The D’Alfonso House At 1710 Mira Vista Avenue As A City Landmark

RECOMMENDATION:
That Council adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Designating the D’Alfonso House at 1710 Mira Vista Avenue (Assessor's Parcel Number 019-090-015) as a City Landmark.

DISCUSSION:
The house at 1710 Mira Vista Avenue retains all of the character-defining features that identify it as an exemplar of the Spanish Colonial Revival style.  In addition, this house represents the work of Alex D’Alfonso, one of the earliest and most important developers and builders in the City.  D’Alfonso began to build houses in 1920 and continued as a successful developer of both residential and commercial properties for almost 60 years, until he retired in 1978.  Built in 1930 for his family, D’Alfonso also used this house as an informal office, where he sketched out many of his ideas for his building projects.  Designing the majority of his projects in the 1920s and 1930s in the Spanish Colonial Revival style and later, in the postwar period, in permutations of the Mediterranean style, D’Alfonso became one of the important purveyors of the stylistic tradition that helped to alter the architectural landscape of Santa Barbara.  It is not known just how many houses he constructed, but in the 1920s, he averaged one house per week (Noticias, Winter, 1995:79).  Some of his commercial projects in Santa Barbara include: the Nogales Medical Building, the Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Guadalupe School, the El Prado Motel, the St. Francis Medical Convent, the first Sambo’s Restaurant, and the Blessed Sacrament Chapel and Mausoleum at the Old Mission.  D’Alfonso lived in the house at 1710 Mira Vista Avenue (formerly 1723 Mission Ridge Road) until his death in 1991.  At that time, the house was sold.  Although the house has had some minor alterations, the changes generally follow the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and the house retains a high degree of architectural integrity.
An Historic Structures Report prepared by Post/Hazeltine Associates, dated May 19, 2004, determined that the house is eligible for designation as a City of Santa Barbara Landmark.

Section 22.22.050 of the “Historic Structures” chapter of the Municipal Code states that the City Council may designate any property a Landmark by adopting a resolution of designation following receipt of a recommendation from the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC).

The property owner of the residence at 1710 Mira Vista Avenue, Assessor’s Parcel No. 019-090-015, has provided written permission that this property be designated as a City Landmark (see Attachment 1).

On December 13, 2006, the HLC adopted a Resolution of Intention to begin the Landmark designation process for the residence at 1710 Mira Vista Avenue, Assessor’s Parcel No. 019-090-015.

At its public hearing on January 10, 2007, the HLC adopted Resolution No. 2007-1 to recommend to City Council that it designate the residence at 1710 Mira Vista Avenue, Assessor’s Parcel No. 019-090-015, as a City Landmark (see attachment 2).

Under the provisions of Article 19, Section 15308 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines and the City List of Activities Determined to Qualify for a Categorical Exemption (City Council Resolution dated November 10, 1998), Staff has determined that the designation of the residence at 1710 Mira Vista Avenue, Assessor’s Parcel No. 019-090-015, as a City Landmark is a Categorical Exemption.

SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA:
The Historic Landmarks Commission finds that the D’Alfonso House at 1710 Mira Vista Avenue, Assessor’s Parcel No. 019-090-015, meets the following criteria listed in Section 22.22.040, subsection A through K, of the Municipal Code.

A. Its character, interest, or value as a significant part of the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation;
C. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the culture and development of the City, the State, or the Nation;
D. Its exemplification of a particular architectural style or way of life important to the City, the State, or the Nation;

E. Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a neighborhood;
F. Its identification as the creation, design, or work of a person or persons whose effort has significantly influenced the heritage of the City, the State, or the Nation; and
I. Its unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood.

ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Letter from the property owner requesting landmark designation
2. Historic Landmarks Commission Resolution No. 2007-1 (without attachments)
PREPARED BY:
Jake Jacobus, Urban Historian

SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Community Development Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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