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AGENDA DATE:
June 12, 2007
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:
Housing & Redevelopment Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:
Compliance With New State Community Redevelopment Law Disclosure Provisions: Eminent Domain Program
RECOMMENDATION:
That Council introduce and subsequently adopt, by reading of title only, An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Adopting the City of Santa Barbara Redevelopment Agency’s Program for the Use of Eminent Domain to Acquire Real Property.

DISCUSSION:

Senate Bill 53 (SB 53) took effect on January 1, 2007, adding Health and Safety Code Section 33342.7 to the Community Redevelopment Law (CRL).  This new statute requires that for redevelopment plans adopted prior to January 1, 2007, the legislative body of the agency must adopt an ordinance on or before July 1, 2007, that contains a description of the Agency’s program to acquire real property by eminent domain.  The legislation was intended as a public disclosure measure, not as a modification of the existing authority of redevelopment agencies to exercise eminent domain.  In a time when eminent domain powers have been the subject of some controversy and of legislative and initiative actions, the State legislature felt it was important that the public be able to easily access the eminent domain provisions of existing redevelopment plans.

The Central City Redevelopment Project Area’s Eminent Domain Program must be adopted by ordinance of the City Council (the legislative body). The program is described in Exhibit A attached to the Ordinance.  Exhibit A simply confirms that the Agency has the power to condemn real property within the boundaries of the CCRP in accordance with the State Community Redevelopment Law and Eminent Domain Law.  The Agency’s power is limited by state law.  

No change, extension, addition or reduction in authority is associated with the ordinance adoption. 

The proposed ordinance is not a project within the definition of the California Environmental Quality Act because it is an administrative activity of government identifying existing eminent domain powers and will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment (CEQA Guidelines §15378 (b)(5)).
It should be noted that the Agency’s authority to exercise eminent domain in the Central City Redevelopment Project Area will expire on August 30, 2007.  Staff is preparing to return to Council in a public hearing before that date with a recommendation to extend the existing eminent domain authority as permitted by California Redevelopment Law for up to 12 years, or the life of the CCRP, whichever is sooner.

PREPARED BY:
David K. Gustafson, Assistant Community Development Director/Housing & Redevelopment Manager/BJB/MEA
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul A. Casey, Community Development Director

APPROVED BY:
James L. Armstrong, Executive Director
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