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The Santa Barbara Channels 

City of Santa Barbara

Candidate Video Program
What is Candidate Video?
Candidate Video is a program allowing all candidates for Mayor and Council offices for the City of Santa Barbara with free television time to communicate their views to voters.  Candidate Video involves three components: 
· Production of recorded campaign statements  by Public Education and Government Access (PEG) television studios; 
· Viewing of recorded campaign statements over television and the Internet; and 
· Access to recorded statements on-demand via video streaming. 
Purpose:
The Candidate Video system will allow voters to watch recorded candidate statements on their home televisions and on an Internet connected personal computer via on-demand video streaming. This system requires three steps: 
· Production;

· Viewing Options; and

· Access.
Production - Unbiased, non-partisan short format election information videos produced by local production entity (PEG).
Viewing options – Videos are presented to the public using traditional and new technologies.
Access – Voters access/view the recordings in their preferred format.
Scope:

All candidates whose name will appear on the ballot for the offices of Mayor and City Council of the City of Santa Barbara will be provided an opportunity to participate.  
Write-in candidates will not be included in the Candidate Video Program.
Program Format:
Candidate Statements 
Candidates appearing on the ballot will receive a mailed invitation to record a candidate video statement for public broadcast.  
All candidates will have an equal opportunity to participate in the program.  
The scheduling of appointments will be on a first-come, first served basis.  If a candidate cannot make his/her first scheduled appointment, another opportunity will be provided if time allows.
Candidate participation is optional.  The program will be produced even if some candidates choose not to participate.   
Candidate video statements will consist of a head-and shoulders shot of the candidate speaking towards the camera.  This format allows the candidate to talk simply and directly into the camera and explain their views.  
Candidate statements for Mayoral candidates will be for up to five (5) minutes, contain unedited speaking and consist of a candidate listing his/her qualifications and reasons for candidacy.
Candidate statements for City Council candidates will be for up to three (3) minutes, contain unedited speaking and consist of a candidate listing his/her qualifications and reasons for candidacy.   

Statements will be taped in a studio and up to 45 minutes of studio time will be reserved for each candidate to record a statement.  Prior to beginning the recording session, still photographs will be taken of each candidate, to be used as part of the program. 

Each candidate will be provided three takes to record his/her statement.  The candidate will not be allowed to stop and restart during each take.  
The candidates will be allowed to view all three takes and choose the take he/she would like to be used. No editing will be performed.

Candidates will confirm in writing their preference of which take they would like to be included in the program prior to leaving the session.

Each candidate may have up to two (2) supporters present during the videotaping to provide feedback on the session.  However, these supporters will not be allowed to appear on camera or on the sound track.  
One supporter may assist the candidate by holding notes to assist the candidate during the recording.  
Candidates are prohibited from attending opponents’ taping sessions or previewing any other candidate video statement.
No visual or audio aids will be allowed on camera (this includes campaign buttons, banners, charts and graphs, or similar aids).  
Candidates will not be allowed to wear anything that advocates any candidate or issue position.

Lower Third Graphics:
The lower third portion of each candidate’s recording will include the following information:

· Name of Candidate

· Name of Office (Mayor or Council)
· Contact Information:  Website, email or phone number 

Airing of Program:
The Candidate Video Program will be broadcast on City TV, Channel 18 (a minimum of 3 times per week) and The Santa Barbara Channels, Channel 21 (a minimum of 4 times per week).  
The City will also request other additional channels to air the program.  
The program will begin approximately 30 days prior to the election and conclude on Election Day.  Every effort will be made to complete production earlier to air candidate videos for longer than 30 days prior to the election.
Recorded candidate statements will appear in the same order they will appear on the ballot.  Individual candidate video statements will also be viewable on the City’s website via video streaming technology.  Website hosted statements can be viewed in any candidate order as each candidate statement must be individually selected from the menu.
Content-Neutral Format Restrictions:
Candidates are encouraged to focus on their own qualifications.  Candidates are not allowed to make statements that are prohibited by law, such as hate speech, incitements to violence, or obscenity.  
Release Forms:
All candidates must complete a release form prior to recording their segments.  
Disclaimer:
The following disclaimer will appear prior to each candidate’s statement:

“The views expressed by the participants in this program are those of the candidates and do not necessarily reflect those of The Santa Barbara Channels, the City of Santa Barbara or its employees.  Candidate statement recordings are for the sole purpose of the Candidate Video Program and are not to be used for other purposes.”
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