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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

June 5, 2007
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


Building and Safety Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:

Increase Purchase Order For Structural Contract Plan Check Services
RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council authorize the General Services Manager to increase Purchase Order No. 372042 to John A. Martin & Associates, Inc., by $20,000 for a total of $92,000 for continued structural plan check services. 
DISCUSSION:
The Granada Tower and St. Anthony’s School projects are progressing through the structural review process.  According to our structural consultant, John A. Martin & Associates, Inc, (JAMA) these projects are very close to completion, assuming the structural design teams fully respond to all outstanding plan check corrections, and that there are no major changes. 

While our Building and Safety Division’s goal is to become less reliant upon professional services, we feel that the consultant should complete the review, due to their familiarity with and history of working on the projects; which involve challenging and complex structural designs.
JAMA is a highly qualified and experienced professional structural engineering firm, one of the largest in the United States, specializing in seismic design and analysis.  They have demonstrated outstanding capability in reviewing and assisting with the structural design of the Granada Theatre.  Due to the complex structural upgrades proposed for these projects, we wish to continue to use JAMA’s services.  

The consultant’s fees for the structural plan review are passed on and paid for by the applicant when the building permit is issued. 

We have recently hired an Associate Plan Check Engineer in the Building and Safety Division to fill our Plan Check Engineer position and we anticipate being able to review most structurally complex projects in-house in the near future.  

We request that the current Purchase Order of $72,000 be increased by $20,000.  We project that the increase will cover the remaining structural review services for both the Granada Tower and St. Anthony’s School.   
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

Funds are approved and appropriated for in the Community Development Department’s budget for Fiscal Year 2007.
PREPARED BY:
George Estrella, Chief Building Official

SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Community Development Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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