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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

July 3, 2007
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:


Transportation Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:

Authorization To Paint The Light Blue Line On City Streets
RECOMMENDATION:
That Council:

A. Approve installation of the Public Art Action called the Lightblueline (LBL) on City streets by the LBL organization and authorize Public Works staff to assist with this effort; and
B. Appropriate $12,000 from the General Fund Appropriated Reserves to the Fiscal Year 2008 Streets Fund to cover cost of material and Streets staff time in assisting with the application of LBL.
DISCUSSION:
Bruce Caron of LBL has approached Council and staff requesting authorization to paint graphic line indicators using light blue paint on various streets to signify the expected “new” water line, if measures are not taken to reduce Global Warming in the next several years.  Mr. Caron has met with Public Works staff, Mayor Blum and others to discuss his proposal.   Mayor Blum and Councilmember Schneider submitted the request that this item be placed on the Council Agenda (Attachment 1).
The LBL is a project of the New Media Studio, a local non-profit public benefit corporation, and a volunteer public education effort.  The LBL was organized to educate the public on the effects of Global Warming and the potential impact on Santa Barbara if actions are not taken to address climate changes (Attachment 2).  
The organization is proposing the temporary installation of a 12-inch high graphic line indicators (Attachment 3) and informational medallions (Attachment 4) on designated City streets for approximately five years, or until the next slurry seal project, to demonstrate to the community where the new coast line is expected to move to as a result of the melting of Greenland or the West Antarctic Ice Shelf.  
The general boundaries of the project are Shoreline Drive at Loma Alta, Milpas at Canon Perdido Streets, and Cabrillo Boulevard at U.S. 101.  A map is attached to show the boundaries more clearly (Attachment 5). 

Staff has met with Mr. Caron on several occasions and advised him that they did not feel this project was an appropriate use of the public right of way.  However, due to the temporary nature of the line and with the public education component, especially in the schools, staff is recommending approval of the application.

Application of the LBL
The organization will organize a volunteer group to work with City Streets personnel to apply the line and medallions.  City staff will provide traffic control while the volunteers are working.  The plan is to do a weekend event, “Draw the Line Against Climate Change” in the Fall of 2007, using students and other volunteers.  The organization will also provide the paint and medallions.

City staff will assign streets workers and a supervisor to work with crews of volunteers, apply the line on major streets with high volumes of traffic, provide traffic control, and make the stencils for use by the volunteers.  It is anticipated that the work can be completed in one morning.  The organization has confirmed that City staff is not expected to maintain the line.   
This project has been before the Arts Advisory Council and they have endorsed the project.  The project will have to be reviewed by the Architectural Board of Review and the Historic Landmarks Commission.  The City’s Transportation Manager will assist the organization with the review process.  LBL will be responsible for the application fees associated with the review process.
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
The cost for staff time and material is $12,000.  Staff is requesting that Council appropriate $12,000 from the General Fund Appropriated Reserves to cover these expenses.
Sustainability Impact

This public art project is intended to educate the public on the impacts of climate change on the community.
ATTACHMENT(S):
1. 
Memo to staff from Mayor Blum and Councilmember Schneider regarding the LBL project


2.
Letter from the LBL organization

3.
Drawing of the LBL

4.
Drawing of the LBL informational Medallions



5.
Map of the LBL
PREPARED BY:

Browning Allen, Transportation Manager/tm
SUBMITTED BY:
Anthony J. Nisich, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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