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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

August 7, 2007
COUNCIL CHAMBER, 735 ANACAPA STREET
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Marty Blum called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  (The Finance Committee met at 1:00 p.m.  The Ordinance Committee, which ordinarily meets at 12:30 p.m., did not meet on this date.)
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Blum.

ROLL CALL

Councilmembers present:  Brian B. Barnwell, Iya G. Falcone, Roger L. Horton, Grant House, Helene Schneider, Mayor Blum.

Councilmembers absent:  Das Williams.

Staff present:  City Administrator James L. Armstrong, City Attorney Stephen P. Wiley, Deputy City Clerk Susan Tschech.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Blum. 

CEREMONIAL ITEMS 

1.
Subject:  Employee Recognition - Service Award Pins  (410.01)   

Recommendation:    That Council authorize the City Administrator to express the City’s appreciation to employees who are eligible to receive service award pins for their years of service through August 31, 2007.

Documents:

August 7, 2007, report from the Administrative Services Director.

(Cont'd)

1.
(Cont'd)

Speakers:

Staff:  Award Recipients Victor Acosta and Daniel McCarter, City Administrator James Armstrong.

By consensus, the Council approved the recommendation.  The following employees were recognized:
35-Year Pin

Victor Acosta, Public Works

25-Year Pin

Michele DeCant, Community Development

Daniel McCarter, Fire

20-Year Pin

Andrea Bifano, Community Development

Kathryn Henebry, Police

James Ward, Public Works

15-Year Pin

Stephen Espinosa, Fire

10-Year Pin

Randy Ward, Public Works

5-Year Pin

Yvette Waugh, Public Works

Andrew Rhodes, Public Works

Jeff Schultz, Waterfront

2.
Subject:  Letter of Recognition For 70th Anniversary Of The Santa Barbara Lawn Bowls Club  (120.08)  

Action:  Letter of Recognition presented to Lee Schmedes, Carol Smith, and George Glerum, representatives of the Santa Barbara Lawn Bowls Club.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Speakers:  Wayne Scoles, Kenneth Loch, Phil Walker, and Rick Goodfriend. 

COUNCIL AND STAFF COMMUNICATIONS 

Fire Chief Ron Prince presented a brief status report on the Zaca Fire. 

CONSENT CALENDAR (Item Nos. 3 - 10) 

The titles of the ordinances related to Consent Calendar items were read. 

Motion:  

Councilmembers Horton/Schneider to approve the Consent Calendar as recommended.  

Vote: 

Unanimous roll call vote (Absent:  Councilmember Williams). 

3.
Subject:  Minutes  

Recommendation:  That Council waive the reading and approve the minutes of the special meeting of July 18 and the adjourned regular meeting of July 23, 2007.  

Action:  Approved the recommendation. 

4.
Subject:  Adoption Of Ordinance To Extend Time Period For Redevelopment Agency Eminent Domain  (620.04)  

Recommendation:  That Council adopt, by reading of title only, An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Amending Ordinance Nos. 3566, 3923, 4438, 4894, 5098, 5089, 5314, 5363 and 5388, and Approving and Adopting the Proposed Amendment to the Redevelopment Plan for the Central City Redevelopment Project.  

Action:  Approved the recommendation; Ordinance No. 5424. 

5.
Subject:  Art From Scrap Contract For Youth Watershed Education Programs  (540.14)   

Recommendation:  That Council authorize the Parks and Recreation Director to execute a 10-month professional services contract with Art From Scrap (AFS) in the amount of $31,245 for the provision of youth watershed education programs.

Speakers:

Member of the Public:  Kenneth Loch.

Action:  Approved the recommendation; Contract No. 22,528 (August 7, 2007, report from the Parks and Recreation Director).  

6.
Subject:  Notice Of Completion For Construction Of The Airfield Safety Project - Tecolotito And Carneros Creeks Realignment Project  (560.04)  

Recommendation:  That Council accept the work completed by Whitaker Contractors (Whitaker), Contract No. 22,120, for the Santa Barbara Airport Airfield Safety Project - Tecolotito and Carneros Creeks Realignment Project, Bid No. 3474, in the final contract amount of $6,286,433.29, including approved changes, and approve filing of a Notice of Completion.  

Action:  Approved the recommendation (August 7, 2007, report from the Public Works Director).  

7.
Subject:  Adoption Of Ordinance For Federal Aviation Administration Agreement  (560.01)  

Recommendation:  That Council adopt, by reading of title only, An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Approving a Memorandum of Agreement, dated August 7, 2007, Between the City of Santa Barbara and the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration, for all Navigation Equipment at the Santa Barbara Municipal Airport.  

Action:  Approved the recommendation; Ordinance No. 5425; Agreement No. 22,529. 

NOTICES 

8.
The City Clerk has on Thursday, August 2, 2007, posted this agenda in the Office of the City Clerk, on the City Hall Public Notice Board on the outside balcony of City Hall, and on the Internet.  

9.
Cancellation of the regular Redevelopment Agency meeting of August 7, 2007, due to lack of business.  

10.
The public hearing originally scheduled for August 7, 2007, at 2:00 p.m. to hear an appeal of the Historic Landmarks Commission’s decision for 1849 Mission Ridge Road, has been rescheduled for October 9, 2007, at 2:00 p.m.  

This concluded the Consent Calendar. 

REPORT FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Finance Committee Chair Roger Horton reported that the Committee heard a Staff presentation on the City's insurance portfolio renewal for Fiscal Year 2008 and that the rates charged to the City for its insurance package will be significantly reduced.  The Committee also received information on results for the Workers' Compensation Program for Fiscal Year 2007. 

CITY COUNCIL ADMINISTRATIVE AND ATTORNEY REPORTS 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

11.
Subject:  Infrastructure Financing Taskforce  (320.01)   

Recommendation:  That Council:

A.
Approve the formation of an Infrastructure Financing Taskforce composed of seven members in order to review the City’s future capital needs and recommend appropriate methods to finance these capital needs; and  

B.
Direct the City Administrator to work with the Chair of the Council Finance Committee to conduct an application and interview process and return to the City Council for final approval of the Taskforce membership.

Documents:

August 7, 2007, report from the City Administrator.

Speakers:

Staff:  City Administrator James Armstrong. 

Motion:  

Councilmembers Horton/Barnwell to approve the recommendations.  

Vote: 

Unanimous voice vote (Absent:  Councilmember Williams). 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

12.
Subject:  Response To Grand Jury Report Regarding Affordable Housing  (150.04)  

Recommendation:  That Council review a draft letter in response to the findings and recommendations in the 2006-2007 Santa Barbara County Civil Grand Jury report, entitled Affordable Housing in Santa Barbara County: Myth or Reality, and authorize the Mayor to sign and send the letter.  

Documents:

August 7, 2007, report from the Community Development Director.

Speakers:

Staff:  Housing Programs Supervisor Steven Faulstich, City Attorney Stephen Wiley. 

(Cont'd)

12.
(Cont'd)

Motion:  

Councilmembers Barnwell/Falcone to approve the recommendation, with suggested revisions to the response letter.  

Vote: 

Unanimous voice vote (Absent: Councilmember Williams). 

RECESS 

Mayor Blum recessed the meeting at 3:46 p.m. in order for the Council to reconvene in closed session for Agenda Item No. 13.  City Attorney Stephen Wiley stated that reportable action taken during this session will be recorded in the minutes (below). 

CLOSED SESSIONS 

13.
Subject:  Conference With Legal Counsel - Pending Litigation  (160.03)  

Recommendation:  That Council hold a closed session to consider pending litigation pursuant to subsection (a) of section 54956.9 of the Government Code and take appropriate action as needed. The pending litigation is City of Santa Barbara v. Heather Poet SBSC Case Number 1243675. 
Scheduling: Duration, 30 minutes; anytime  

Documents:

August 7, 2007, report from the City Attorney.

Time:

3:50 p.m. - 4:20 p.m.

Report:

The City Council unanimously directed the City Attorney not to file an appeal of the July 10th Superior Court ruling (and the subsequent final judgment pursuant to that ruling) in the above-entitled litigation.  

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Blum adjourned the meeting at 4:20 p.m. in memory of John Pitman, a prominent Santa Barbara architect. 

SANTA BARBARA CITY COUNCIL
CYNTHIA M. RODRIGUEZ, CMC


CITY CLERK SERVICES MANAGER
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