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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
August 21, 2007
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Transportation Division, Public Works Department

SUBJECT:
On-TRAC:  A Plan Of Transit/Rail Action For Commuters
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council receive and support the implementation of the “On-TRAC: A Plan of Transit/Rail Action For Commuters”.
DISCUSSION:
The Council Rail Subcommittee, comprised of Councilmembers Horton, Schneider, and House, has been working to support the implementation of commuter rail between Santa Barbara and Ventura counties since the final approval of the Santa Barbara County Association of Government’s 101 In Motion report in July, 2006.  The result of this effort is a plan entitled “On-TRAC: A Plan of Transit/Rail Action for Commuters” (Attachment).  
The Council Rail Subcommittee is bringing On-TRAC to the full Council for consideration and adoption.  The plan identifies and articulates the various challenges and initial steps to implementing commuter rail and the importance of increasing regional transit. Once approved, On-TRAC will be used to guide City involvement regarding increasing transit service and establishing commuter rail between Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties.
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 

On-TRAC includes both staff and consultant driven efforts to facilitate the increased transit service and the establishment of commuter rail between Ventura and Santa Barbara counties.  Staff time will include attendance at meetings, grant writing, and reporting on the plan’s progress.  Consultant services may include a professional commuter rail firm or individual to advise the City and advocate for its views.  
SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT:  

Increased use of transit and the establishment of commuter rail are sustainable efforts that decrease the City’s reliance on the automobile for transportation, resulting in reduced reliance on fossil fuels while also limiting the emission of greenhouse gases.  The 101 In Motion report predicts that transit and rail will account for approximately 25% of future peak-hour trips within the corridor.
ATTACHMENT(S):
On-TRAC: A Plan of Transit/Rail Action for Commuters
PREPARED BY:
Browning Allen, Transportation Manager/RD/tm
SUBMITTED BY:
Anthony J. Nisich, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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