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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT
AGENDA DATE:
August 14, 2007
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Recreation Division, Parks and Recreation Department
SUBJECT:
Appropriate $7,500 for the 2007 Salsa Festival 
RECOMMENDATION:   

That Council increase estimated revenues and appropriations in the Fiscal Year 2008 Miscellaneous Grants Fund for the Parks and Recreation Department in the amount of $7,500 for the 2007 Salsa Festival.

DISCUSSION:
The Parks and Recreation Department Community Services Program has sponsored a community Salsa Festival since 2002.  The Festival was initiated by the Department’s Community Center Advisory Committees as a response to neighborhood concerns to provide more cultural events in local neighborhood parks as a way of reducing crime in public spaces and building a sense of community. 
The 5th Annual Salsa Festival will take place on Saturday, September 22, 2007, at Ortega Park and will focus on building stronger communities through all things salsa - the food, the music, and the people.  The festival will feature a free salsa tasting booth, where both judges and the public will have an opportunity to sample an international palette of fresh salsas from around the world.  A total of 4 local salsa music bands, including Somos Son, will also provide the music for dancing exhibitions of local salsa dance schools.
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

Each year the Santa Barbara Arts Commission allocates City funds to various projects.  On September 12, 2006, Council approved a grant of City funds in the amount of $7,500 for the Salsa Festival Santa Barbara 2007.  
The $7,500 will be used to pay for related costs including shade canopy rental ($2,000), radio and newspaper publicity ($1,900), portable restrooms ($495), food supplies ($800), and miscellaneous supplies ($2,305).   The proposed Salsa Festival budget also includes $2,425 for live music entertainment received through donations to the Community Center Advisory Committees and paid for through the Parks and Recreation Community Foundation (PARC).   
PREPARED BY:
Antonio Velasquez, Community Services Supervisor
SUBMITTED BY:
Nancy L. Rapp, Parks and Recreation Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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