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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
August 14, 2007
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Water Resources, Public Works Department

SUBJECT:
Issuance Of Purchase Order To Perkin Elmer Instruments
RECOMMENDATION:   That Council:
A. Find it to be in the City’s best interest to select Perkin Elmer Instruments (Perkin Elmer) as the approved vendor for maintenance of analytical equipment manufactured by Perkin Elmer without bids, as authorized by Municipal Code Section 4.52.080 (k); and

B.
Authorize the General Services Manager to award purchase order contracts within approved budgets to Perkin Elmer for equipment maintenance and repair services for the next four-year period. 

DISCUSSION:
The City’s Water Resources Laboratory has two sophisticated analytical instruments used for detection of metals at very low concentrations in water and wastewater samples.  These instruments are manufactured by Perkin Elmer and require ongoing preventive maintenance and occasional repair.  As the manufacturer of this equipment, Perkin Elmer technicians are best qualified to provide maintenance.  Perkin Elmer has consistently provided high-quality service and kept these instruments in excellent running condition.  Perkin Elmer does not certify third party providers to repair their equipment.  Additionally, third party providers are not provided technical repair updates and revisions for this equipment.  Improper equipment repair or maintenance can cause significant damage to this sophisticated and expensive equipment.  The annual cost for maintenance in Fiscal Year 2008 was negotiated by staff to $29,292.  Future costs may increase slightly due to inflation.
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 

Maintenance of laboratory analytical equipment is an integral part of laboratory operations and funds were included in the operation budget to cover this expense. 

PREPARED BY:
Rebecca Bjork, Wastewater System Manager/RB/mh
SUBMITTED BY:
Anthony J. Nisich, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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