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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
September 11, 2007
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Community Services Division, Police Department
SUBJECT:
Authority For The Chief of Police To Enter Rental Property Lease 
Agreements And Associated Contracts Without Competitive
Bidding For The Purpose Of Police Recruit Housing  
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council authorize the Chief of Police to negotiate and execute rental property leases, utility service contracts and furniture rental agreements in a form acceptable to the City Attorney without competitive bidding for the sole purpose of police recruit housing.  
DISCUSSION:

Historically, the City has provided furnished apartments and paid utilities for police recruits attending the Ventura County Sheriffs Academy in Camarillo, California.  We have typically rented a various number of apartments based upon the changing number of recruits in each academy class.  However, in the last few years, apartment lease agreements have become more restrictive and the flexibility to make adjustments has become more difficult. 
Based on current market conditions, it is more affordable to lease one house, rent furniture, and pay for utilities.  We have been using this approach for the last year and it has proven to be successful. It is anticipated that the housing market and the number of police recruits attending the academy will continue to change over the next three years and renting an individual house can meet our requirements.  
The Police Department has worked with the Finance Department and determined that using the normal low bid process to select housing would be inefficient and impractical.  Therefore, we are recommending that the Chief of Police be authorized to execute rental property leases, utility contracts and furniture rental agreements for a three year period, in a form approved by the City Attorney and contingent upon sufficient funds being included in the Police budget.
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

The current average cost of recruit housing and associated expenses per month is listed below:
Rent



$2,550 (expected to increase 5% in July 2008)

Furniture Rental

$900 

Utilities


$200
Total



$3,650

Funds for police recruit housing are included in the Police Department budget.  

PREPARED BY:
Sergeant Brent Mandrell, Community Services Division
SUBMITTED BY:
Camerino Sanchez, Chief of Police
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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