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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

October 9, 2007
TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:


Engineering Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:
Introduction Of Ordinance For Grant Of Easement To Caltrans For The Realignment Of State Route 192 Onto A Portion Of Parma Park
RECOMMENDATION:
That Council:
A. Introduce and subsequently adopt, by reading of title only, An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Accepting a Contract Offer in the Amount of $32,500 for a Grant of Highway Easement to the State of California, Acting by and through the State Department of Transportation, for the Realignment of State Route 192 to be Located on a Portion of City-Owned Property Known as Parma Park, Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 021-130-003, and Authorizing the City Administrator to Execute the Same; and

B. Increase Fiscal Year 2008 estimated revenue in the General Fund Capital Fund by $32,500, and appropriate to the Fiscal Year 2008 Parks and Recreation Capital Program.
DISCUSSION:
The City owns the real property known as Parma Park located adjacent to the north of State Route 192 (SR192), also known as Stanwood Drive, City of Santa Barbara, APN 021-130-003 (Attachments 1 and 2).
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is proposing to purchase an easement on an area comprising 0.83 acres of Parma Park that is adjacent to SR192.  This portion of the park fronts SR192 on its southern side, and has a steep north to south downhill slope.

This section of SR192 runs parallel with Sycamore Creek and experienced embankment failure due to severe creek-induced erosion during the winter storms of 1995.  The creek has been undermining the roadbed and could cause erosion and/or failure of the roadway in a severe storm event.  

The erosion caused by the storms was so extensive that the high-pressure gas and waterlines under the eastbound shoulder of the roadway were exposed and later abandoned when part of the road and its shoulder slipped into the creek.  
SR192 was temporarily reduced to one lane until emergency construction of a concrete retaining wall within the creek was completed.  Since the completion of the retaining wall, erosion at the east end of the wall has continued to undermine SR192 and threaten failure of the roadway. 
Caltrans reviewed several options to address this ongoing problem, and decided that realignment is the most effective and least costly alternative to maintaining SR192.  The proposed project would relocate about 885 feet of SR192, approximately 23 feet away from the existing creek bank.  This portion of Parma Park adjacent to SR192 is sloping, and would require the construction of a retaining wall to stabilize the slope and new roadway in this area (Attachment 3). 
The City has negotiated with Caltrans a purchase offering price of $32,500 for the easement, based on an appraisal done by Caltrans and input from the Parks and Recreation Department (Parks and Recreation).  When the funds are received, they will be appropriated to the Parks and Recreation Capital Fund for use in habitat improvement projects within Parma Park.
Parks and Recreation reviewed the scope and design of the proposed realignment project, and worked closely with Caltrans to address environmental considerations.  A portion of the $32,500 will be used to mitigate the loss of native trees.  Caltrans has also agreed to remain in close contact with the City prior to and during project construction.  
Staff recommends that Council adopt the ordinance accepting the contract offer and grant of easement on a portion of the City-owned park property to allow for the realignment of SR192.  Due to the ministerial nature of this type of ordinance, no review by the Ordinance Committee is required by the Municipal Code.
ATTACHMENT(S):
1) Assessor’s parcel map of area

2) Aerial map of area

3) Caltrans project map of easement area to be acquired

PREPARED BY:
Homer F. Smith, II Principal Engineer/DT/kts
SUBMITTED BY:
Anthony J. Nisich, Public Works Director

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator’s Office
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