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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
November 13, 2007
TO:
Mayor and Council Members
FROM:
Fire Prevention Bureau, Fire Department 
SUBJECT:
Introduction Of Ordinance For 2007 Fire Code Adoption
RECOMMENDATION:  

That Council introduce and subsequently adopt, by reading of title only, An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Amending Santa Barbara Municipal Code Chapter 8.04, Adopting by Reference the 2006 Edition of the International Fire Code, the 2007 California Fire Code, Appendix Chapter 1, Appendix Chapter 4 and Appendices B, C and H of Said Codes; Adopting Local Amendments to Said Codes; and Repealing Ordinance No. 5257 (Adoption of the Previous Uniform Fire Code). 
DISCUSSION:
For many years the State of California and local jurisdictions within the state have adopted the Uniform Fire Code, with state and local amendments. The Uniform Fire Code, published by the Western Fire Chiefs, was part of a greater series of model codes that included the Uniform Building Code, published by the International Conference of Building Officials. When combined with state amendments, the Uniform Fire Code became the California Fire Code. The City, in turn, adopted the California Fire Code by reference subject to further revisions based on local conditions.
As of this code cycle, the Uniform Codes will no longer be used as the base codes in California. In September 2005, the state embarked on a project to adopt the International Codes as the base codes for building standards and fire protection. This complex process included the International Building Code and International Fire Code, among others. The state amended sections relating to building standards in all of the International codes to tailor the model codes to California conditions, preserve existing standards and prevent conflict with other California laws and regulations. The California Building Code contains over 1,143 state-generated amendments to the International Building Code.  Likewise, the State Fire Marshal made over 600 amendments to the 2006 International Fire Code before adopting it as the 2007 California Fire Code. The state codes take effect on January 1, 2008. 
Since February 2007 staff has been in the process of reviewing the 2007 California Fire Code, and making amendments of our own to adapt the code to local conditions. Local jurisdictions are allowed to amend California-adopted sections of the code, but are limited to only making the amended sections more stringent. For any sections relating to building standards we must make findings for the change. The findings are based on climate, topography or geology and must describe conditions that require additional life safety protection. Sections of the International code that are not adopted by the state may be amended in any manner to meet local needs. 
This ordinance includes the findings and local amendments recommended by staff. It is accompanied by an explanatory attachment citing the reasons for changes made and whether or not findings apply to that section. The California Fire Code is a reasonably complete document and our approach to the code was to make as few amendments as possible. Some are administrative in nature, such as language added to preserve our existing joint Building Division / Fire Department Board of Appeals.  Others preserve our existing requirements under the 2001 Fire Code, such as our requirements for sprinklers in buildings over 5000 square feet. We have also brought our urban-wildland interface requirements into the proposed ordinance, adding language that identifies the City of Santa Barbara Wildland Fire Plan as the document to define those areas. We anticipate that, as time goes on, the State of California will make additional adjustments to the new model codes. We plan to follow these developments closely and perhaps write additional amendments of our own in future code cycles. 
Ordinance Committee Review
The Ordinance Committee reviewed the proposed ordinance and local amendments on October 30, 2007.  Following a presentation from Chief Prince and Fire Marshal Poire concerning the proposed local amendments, the Ordinance Committee voted unanimously to refer the draft ordinance to the City Council with a recommendation for adoption.
Staff recommends that the Council introduce and subsequently adopt the ordinance, by reading of title only. If adopted, the City’s ordinance would go into effect on January 1, 2008, when the state codes go into effect. 
ATTACHMENT:
Summary of Local Amendments, 2007 Fire Code
PREPARED BY:
Joseph Poiré, Fire Marshal
SUBMITTED BY:
Ronald Prince, Fire Chief
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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