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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
December 4, 2007
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Recreation Division, Parks and Recreation Department
SUBJECT:
Interview And Appointment Of Youth Intern Applicant To The Council Committee On Youth And Children
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:  

A. Interview applicant Chelsey Gonzales for the position of Youth Intern on the Council Committee on Youth and Children; and

B. Request that Mayor Blum appoint Chelsey Gonzales to the position of Youth Intern on the Council Committee on Youth and Children.

DISCUSSION:
 

On February 7, 1995, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 95-025 that established a Youth Intern Program for Charter Boards and Commissions.  The Resolution was established to expand the opportunities for City youth residents to participate in the City’s governmental and advisory role process.
On June 6, 2000, Council adopted Resolution 00-044 rescinding Resolution No. 95-025, extending the Youth Intern Program to high school student volunteers who reside within the Santa Barbara High School District or attend other high schools within the City limits to learn first hand how public decisions are made, and how City departments function in providing public services while at the same time providing community service that may quality for academic credit.
Staff has received an application and recommendations from Chelsey Gonzales who is requesting to be appointed to the Council Committee on Youth and Children as a Youth Intern.

Chelsey Gonzales, a senior at San Marcos High School, is highly regarded by her teachers and principal, as well as her peers. Chelsey has served on the Youth Council for two years.  She currently serves as the Committee Chair for Special Events, which is responsible for such activities as the Candidate’s Forum, Youth Speak Outs and Haunted House.  She also serves as the Youth Council representative to the Santa Barbara Board of Education and is an alternate youth representative for Plan Santa Barbara.  

While she maintains a grade point average of 4.23, Chelsey also manages to compete on her school’s Varsity Soccer and Volleyball teams.  She is a member of Leadership, an Associated Student Body Commissioner of Organization, and engages in other community service projects.  

Among her interests is her passion for Santa Barbara youth and teens.  In her own words, she is interested in helping the City to create a place where youth and children can grow and prosper.                                                                                                
In the City’s effort to provide intern opportunities for youth, strengthen their voice in decision making, and in support of the Santa Barbara Youth Platform, the Council Committee on Youth and Children requested appointment of a youth intern to their committee at their June 28, 2007, meeting. 

Staff is confident that Chelsey Gonzales will fulfill her obligations as Youth Intern on the Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:
 1.
Youth Intern Application for Appointment

 2.
Principal’s Letter of Recommendation

PREPARED BY:
Susan Young, Recreation Supervisor/Teen Programs
SUBMITTED BY:
Nancy L. Rapp, Parks and Recreation Director 
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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