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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:

September 10, 2007

TO:



Mayor and Councilmembers




Planning Commission
FROM:


Community Development Department

SUBJECT:

Plan Santa Barbara and Community Design Issues
RECOMMENDATION:
That Council and the Planning Commission:

A. Hear staff presentations on the Plan Santa Barbara (PlanSB) Round I Community Input Summary Report and July 18th Community Design Work Session; 

B. Consider potential next steps to address Community Design issues as a follow-up to the July 18 work session; and
C. Provide feedback to staff on PlanSB and Community Design issues.

DISCUSSION:

Plan Santa Barbara - Community Input Summary Report

The Round I PlanSB workshop series was concluded on July 7, 2007 and the summaries from each of these four workshops are being assembled in a Community Input Summary Report.  Input for this report also includes 554 comments cards received through a city-wide mailing and via the YouPlanSB.org website, and over 40 small, “grassroots” meetings in which almost 1,000 people have participated to date.  
All of this input has been carefully recorded on the YouPlanSb.org website and is now being summarized in the Community Input Summary Report.  The full report is expected to be completed by the end of September.  The Round I community input process was designed to solicit basic community values, concerns, and opportunities for future growth and development in Santa Barbara.  The input was then summarized into broad themes which identify the range of opinion, points of consensus, and key differences within the community.  The process has been a success thus far and staff looks forward to the next challenge.
The next step will be to use this input as the foundation for developing policy framework options that will be analyzed and eventually presented in the Round II workshop series next year.  Early reaction to the Community Input Summary Report findings by the Council, Boards and Commissions, and interested community members will help ensure staff has “got it right”, before moving on to the next phase of work.
Community Design Worksession
On July 18th, the City Council held a joint worksession with the Planning Commission, Architectural Board of Review (ABR) and the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) to discuss existing policies, guidelines and standards as related to community design and development.  Listed below are the possible outcomes that were anticipated for the joint worksession.  
1. Immediate value for all groups to have a greater and common understanding of existing policies and standards for review of large projects in El Pueblo Viejo (EPV) and throughout the City.

2. Confirmation that the existing rules, guidelines and findings for approval give sufficient direction to approve, revise or deny projects.

3. Gage interest in near-term actions such as:

a. Establishing additional findings especially related to the review of projects for consistency with the Urban Design Guidelines or

b. Changing the variable density provisions in the Zoning Ordinance to reduce the size of new units.

4.
Ideas and possible questions to help shape the community discussion on policy options and trade-offs in Round 2 of Plan SB.

Attachment 1, the Community Design Worksession Outcomes and Next Steps report, provides a brief description of whether the outcome was achieved and what next steps are proposed, as well as a brief analysis of the legal considerations for any new findings of Community Benefit.  Staff will present the attached report at the September 10th Worksession for discussion and feedback.
BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:
 

The two items identified in this report are for discussion purposes only at this juncture and will not have any budget/financial impact beyond existing budgeted resources.  
ATTACHMENT:
Community Design Worksession – Outcomes and Next Steps

PREPARED BY:
 John Ledbetter, Principal Planner
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Community Development Director
APPROVED BY:
City Administrator's Office
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