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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
February 12, 2008
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Water Resources, Public Works Department

SUBJECT:
Adoption Of Ahwahnee Water Principles For Resource-
Efficient Land Use
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council consider a request from Councilmembers House and Williams to adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Adopting the Ahwahnee Water Principles for Resource-Efficient Land Use (Ahwahnee Water Principles). 
DISCUSSION:
Councilmembers House and Williams jointly requested to have this item put on the agenda in the belief that adoption of the attached resolution and accompanying Ahwahnee Water Principles will further the sustainability of the City’s water supply and provide protection for surface water quality (see Attachment). 
The Ahwahnee Water Principles focus on practices that reduce runoff from urban development and encourage recycling of water. Urban development reduces the ability of rainwater to permeate the soils of the City’s watershed.  Impermeable surfaces such as rooftops, streets, and parking lots increase the volume and rate of flow of rain water into local creeks and streams.  As it flows over these impermeable surfaces, rainwater comes into contact with pollutants, such as oils and soaps. Encouraging development that reduces runoff helps prevent these problems.  Recycling water reduces dependence on new water sources and increases reliability of the local water supply to meet demands.
Adoption of the Ahwahnee Water Principles is consistent with efforts the City is already making and recognizes the City’s commitment to sustainable urban development and water recycling. The City has already implemented comprehensive programs to limit the pollution contributed to our water bodies, decrease the volume and velocity of rainwater runoff, and treat and recycle local water supplies.  The stewardship actions further underline the City’s commitment to these issues. 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT:  

The Ahwahnee Water Principles establish overarching principles of sustainability related to watershed protection and water supply sustainability.

This item is scheduled for approval by the Board of Water Commissioners at their February 11, 2008 meeting. Staff will report on the action of the Commission at the Council meeting.
ATTACHMENT:
Memo from Councilmembers House and Williams (without attachments)
PREPARED BY:
Rebecca Bjork, Acting Water Resources Manager/RB/spm
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Acting Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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