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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
March 18, 2008
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
City Administrator’s Office
SUBJECT:
Adoption of City Of Santa Barbara 2008 Legislative Platform
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:  
A. Adopt the proposed City of Santa Barbara 2008 Legislative Platform; and 

B. Authorize the Mayor, her designee in her absence, and staff, acting on behalf of the City of Santa Barbara, to contact state and federal representatives and send letters to advocate positions consistent with the goals of the City’s Legislative Platform.

DISCUSSION:
The City’s Legislative Platform outlines the City’s position on policy and legislative matters.  It serves as the foundation for the City to state its support, neutral or oppose position on State and Federal legislative actions.  

This year the Committee on Legislation dedicated  two meetings to review and discuss proposed updates to the Legislative Platform.  On March 5, 2008, at the committee’s second meeting, the Committee on Legislation reviewed and approved an updated Legislative Platform for 2008.  Attached is the updated platform recommended for adoption by the City Council.  

Changes to the platform fell under three principal categories:

· Added statements to cover new Council initiatives or increased emphasis on certain topics – for example, sustainability and environmental quality (pages 5, 8, 9 and 19)  

· Deleted obsolete sections – for example: deleted references to supporting amendment to a section of the California Code under public safety/fire because the matter is no longer current (page 2)

· General clarification and corrections – for example: where applicable, added references to federal and state funding for children and youth initiatives (pages 23 and 24)

· General text corrections  

Final format changes will be made, and a table of contents will be added when the Legislative Platform is finalized.  The Legislative Platform will also be added to our website for the public to access.

On March 5, 2008, the Committee also recommended that the City Council consider supporting legislation that would allow cities to regulate the sale of beer and wine products in City Council-designated alcohol import areas.  As part of this recommendation, staff was requested to provide the City Council with initial information regarding comparable programs and definition of impact zones in other cities. Staff will return to the City Council at a later date to address this matter.
Legislative Platform
The platform has been updated to incorporate legislative policy positions adopted by Council over time.  The proposed Legislative Platform is structured under the following issue areas:

· Revenue and Taxation

· Public Safety

· Transportation, Communications and Public Works

· Environmental Quality

· Housing, Community and Economic Development

· Airport

· Waterfront

· Community Services
· Employee Relations

· City Administration

The platform outlines legislative issues of interest to the City.  In cases where  a matter is not addressed in the platform, staff will return to the Committee on Legislation/City Council for final direction as may be necessary. 

Guidelines for Advocacy

We will continue to use previously established guidelines for legislative advocacy.  The guidelines are designed to produce timely and effective communication with legislators.  Advocacy efforts will generally occur in one or more of the following ways:

1. Advocacy Letters

· The platform is organized by topic with a lead department assigned to each topic.  With coordination from the City Administrator’s Office, designated departments are responsible for handling the process for taking positions on legislation as assigned.   

· Upon referral from the Mayor and Council, City Administrator’s Office, League of California Cities or other sources, designated department staff will compare legislative proposals against the City’s Legislative Platform.  If the proposed bill raises legal issues, department staff will consult with the City Attorney’s Office.  

· If the matter is covered in our legislative platform and correspondence is determined to be appropriate, a letter will be drafted and forwarded electronically to the City Administrator’s Office and the Mayor’s Office for review and action.  In cases where proposed legislation is not addressed in the platform, staff will return to the City Council for final direction as may be necessary. 

· As necessary, the Mayor and/or staff will contact legislators, or their staff, via telephone, e-mail or in person to reinforce the City’s position or to provide additional information.

2. Committee on Legislation
· During the legislative session, Staff may consult with and enlist the Council’s Committee on Legislation and/or the Mayor if efforts beyond the standard position letter are required.  The Mayor and Committee on Legislation may undertake direct contact with legislators or recommend to the City Council that more extensive actions be taken.  The Mayor and Committee members may also communicate with other parties who may have an interest in proposed bills. 

· The Committee on Legislation has scheduled meetings on the fourth Monday of every month but will meet only as necessary.  Technical support for the Committee on Legislation is provided by  the Director of Administrative Services  and the City Attorney.
3. Meetings with State and Federal Representatives, legislative advocates and coordination with others
· Recently the Committee on Legislation held a Special Council meeting that featured Del Smith, a legislative advocate who represents the City in Washington, DC.  Mr. Smith provided an update on priority projects and the challenges and opportunities at the Federal level. 

· On various occasions, Dave Mullinax, Regional Public Affairs Manager with the League of California Cites Channel Counties Division has appeared before the Committee on Legislation to update the City on State legislation and issues.

· City staff and staff and elected officials from the cities of Goleta and Carpinteria routinely attend the meetings of the Committee on Legislation when there are issues that interest or impact  their cities. We’re pleased to have the south coast cities at our meetings and to  share our Legislative Platform with them.

· As part of the legislative action process, the Committee on Legislation may invite members of our State Assembly, State Senate and Congress, or legislative advocates, to committee meetings to discuss legislative positions and interests.  The Mayor and Councilmembers will be invited when such meetings are scheduled; City Staff will participate as appropriate.  

NOTE: 
The City of Santa Barbara 2008 Legislative Platform is available for public review online and in the Office of the City Clerk
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Marcelo A. López, Administrative Services Director
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James L. Armstrong, City Administrator
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