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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
June 17, 2008

TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Patrol Division, Police Department
SUBJECT:
Committee On Legislation Report Regarding Alcohol Impact Areas
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council: 
A. As requested by the Committee on Legislation, receive a report from the Police Department regarding Alcohol Impact Areas; and
B.
Provide direction to the Police Department on next steps if any.
DISCUSSION:
On March 5, 2008, the Committee on Legislation decided to request that the City Council explore the option of supporting legislation that would allow cities to regulate the sale of beer and wine products in City Council designated Alcohol Impact Areas. As part of this recommendation, staff was requested to provide the City Council with information regarding a comparable program in the State of Washington.  

To reduce chronic public inebriation in identified geographical areas termed Alcohol Impact Areas, the City of Seattle, Washington, moved to restrict the availability of alcohol sold to chronic public inebriation offenders at off-site liquor establishments. The goal behind the designation is to improve public safety and public health.  

An Alcohol Impact Area is identified using established criteria to map out specific geographical locations within the city where chronic public inebriation related issues are a significant concern. The criteria include: 

· Police Department calls for service

· Fire Department alcohol-related medical calls

· Sobering Center admissions

· Adult liquor violations

· Drinking in public

· Litter 

· Anecdotal information obtained from community meetings. 

Once an Alcohol Impact Area is identified according to Washington State Liquor Control Board rules, voluntary compliance must be requested from off-site liquor establishments. If the voluntary compliance effort is unsuccessful, then the City may request that the State Liquor Control Board impose mandatory restrictions within the Alcohol Impact Area. The mandatory restrictions could include the sales by time of day, product packaging (single cans or bottles) and/or a limited list of banned alcohol products. 

Washington State law gives the Washington State Liquor Board authority to impose mandatory restrictions in approved Alcohol Impact Areas. California State law doesn’t have similar legislative authority.

Attached is information on Alcohol Impact Areas from the Washington State Legislature website. 

ATTACHMENT(S):
State of Washington Information on Alcohol Impact Areas
PREPARED BY:
Alex Altavilla, Police Lieutenant
SUBMITTED BY:
Camerino Sanchez, Chief of Police

APPROVED BY:
City Administrator’s Office
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