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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
July 22, 2008
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
City Clerk’s Office, Administrative Services Department
SUBJECT:
Electronic Campaign Disclosure Filing System
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Establishing an Electronic Campaign Disclosure Filing System.  
BACKGROUND:

On July 17, 2007, the City Council approved the Municipal Election Campaign Disclosure Ordinance.  As part of the adoption of the Ordinance, Section Two requires that staff return to the City Council for adoption of a resolution once the City has purchased the electronic filing system.  Attached is a copy of Ordinance No. 5423 for reference purposes.  It’s important to note that Section 2.03.010 (Election Campaigns, Voluntary Expenditure Ceiling) was preempted by state law in 2000; however, the remainder of the Ordinance is still applicable.

DISCUSSION:

On July 17, 2007, following the adoption of the Municipal Election Campaign Disclosure Ordinance, Council directed staff to proceed in securing a vendor to provide electronic filing software for campaign disclosure forms.    

On May 31, 2008, the City contracted for the performance of services with Westcoast Online Information Systems, Inc., doing business as NetFile, for electronic campaign disclosure filing software.  The following is an outline of the services provided by NetFile:  
Public Services:

· Allows immediate access to campaign statements following submittal by a filer 

· Allows the public to view and print electronically-filed campaign statements (with street addresses redacted) 

· Allows the public to search the database and view complete listings of electronic filings 

Filer Services:

· Provides 24-hour technical support

· Allows filers to enter information and access previously entered information in the database, eliminating the need to re-enter data

· Produces two .pdf versions of the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) campaign disclosure form:  one version, not accessible by the public, will include all information as filed; the other version, accessible by the public, will have all street addresses redacted from view

· Allows filers to electronically submit their campaign statements to a secured site

· Allows tracking of filers in database

· Allows filers to access earlier-validated electronically-filed FPPC campaign disclosure forms for the purpose of review or making amendments

Staff Services:

· Provides 24-hour technical support, automatic software updates, and database backup

· Allows staff to issue and distribute an ID number and password to filers

· Provides secure user access levels for City Clerk staff

· Stores general information about filers

· Stores all filings by individual statement periods

· Tracks deadlines for filings and amendments, and generates letters notifying filers of delinquencies

· Tracks delinquencies and generates letters notifying filers of fines

On July 9, 2008, and July 18, 2008, the vendor provided two separate training sessions, one session for City Clerk’s Office staff on the implementation of the system and one session for filers (treasurers, assistant treasurers and/or elected officials) on how filers are to complete their filings.  
As outlined in the Ordinance, staff is recommending adoption of a resolution certifying the following:

1.  
The online reporting procedures and disclosure process required by the Ordinance have been arranged for by the City, and the process will be fully operable for the next municipal election following adoption of this resolution; and

2. 
The online reporting regulations have been submitted and approved, explaining how candidates subject to the Ordinance shall effectuate their online reporting obligations.  

Following adoption of the resolution, the Ordinance shall be codified and the Municipal Code revised to indicate an effective date.  
The NetFile system is available to accept and display filings as early as the semi-annual filing due on July 31, 2008. 

BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

The annual cost for the Electronic Campaign Filing system is $10,000.  Funding for this program was approved on June 24, 2008, concurrently with the Operating and Capital Budget approval process for Fiscal Year 2009.

SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT:  

Staff anticipates the number of requests for photocopies to decrease significantly due to the accessibility of campaign filings via the City’s website.

ATTACHMENT:
Electronic Campaign Disclosure Ordinance
PREPARED BY:
Cynthia M. Rodriguez, City Clerk Services Manager
SUBMITTED BY:
Marcelo A. López, Administrative Services Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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