	University of California, Santa Barbara
	[image: image1.png]



	

	Berkeley • Davis • Irvine • Los Angeles • Merced • Riverside • San Diego • San Francisco
	
	Santa Barbara • Santa Cruz

	DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY

SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 93106-3210
	
	Telephone: (805) 893-2054

Email: glassow@anth.ucsb.edu



– 2 –
September 25, 2008

[image: image1.png]21 September 2008

City Council

City of Santa Barbara

Post Office Box 1990

Santa Barbara, CA  93102-1990

Dear Members of the City Council:


I am writing in my capacity as an advisory member of the Historic Landmarks Commission.  As you may know, I advise the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) and members of the Planning Division who work with the Commission on matters regarding archaeological resources.  Recently, I reviewed an archaeological report concerning a proposed development at 800 Santa Barbara Street, a property very close to the Santa Barbara Presidio.  In my comments on this report, which had been submitted to the planning staff working with HLC, I expressed concern about the historic archaeological resources that may exist on this property, but I had agreed with the report’s recommendation that earthmoving associated with the development be monitored by a qualified historical archaeologist.


My understanding is that the Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation is appealing to the City Council the decision of the Historic Landmarks Commission to allow the proposed development to proceed with only the monitoring of earthmoving and investigation of any significant historic resources that may be exposed during earthmoving.


This past week I had occasion to meet with Robert Hoover, a colleague of mine who serves on the board of the Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation.  Dr. Hoover is a prominent historic archaeologist in California specializing in the mission period, and he has undertaken excavation in parts of the Santa Barbara Presidio.  In our conversation Dr. Hoover expressed concern over the recommendation that monitoring of the earthmoving be the only measure taken to ensure that important historic resources are discovered, if they exist.


The report’s recommendation was based on the results from archaeological excavation of ten shovel test-pits, and in Dr. Hoover’s estimation this is far too small a sample of excavated deposits for identifying historic remains that may be present.  Although the shovel test pits revealed a low density of historic artifacts, Dr. Hoover argues that they easily could have missed discrete features, examples of which are remains of small buildings, food processing areas, and refuse pits dating to the Presidio occupation period or shortly thereafter.  He pointed out that such features as these may be surrounded by low-density historic artifacts of the type encountered in the shovel test pits.  Of course such features, if they exist, would be very significant in that they would shed light on life at the Presidio (and possibly the early post-Presidio occupation of the area).   The only way to determine whether such remains are or are not present prior to land development would be a more extensive investigation of the sort normally designated in the City’s MEA as a Phase 2 investigation.


Based on my conversation with Dr. Hoover, whose opinions on matters concerning historic archaeology I respect, I have concluded that a more thorough archaeological investigation ought to take place on the property in question to determine whether important historic archaeological resources are present.  If they are, their significance should be assessed, and if significant, they should be carefully investigated prior to the beginning of land development.  Monitoring of earthmoving, the current recommended measure, would not be an appropriate alternative, as damage to historic features by heavy equipment easily could occur, and too little time may be available for thorough exposure and documentation.

Sincerely,

Michael A. Glassow

Professor and Advisory Member of the Historic Landmarks Commission
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