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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
September 9, 2008
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Airport Department
SUBJECT:
Final Community Priority Designation For 500 James Fowler Road – Airline Terminal Improvement Project
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council find that the Airline Terminal Improvement Project meets a present need directly related to general welfare and grant the project a Final Community Priority Designation for 44,648 square feet of floor area.

DISCUSSION:
The Airport Department requests a Final Designation of 44,648 square feet from the Community Priority Category (Attachment 1) toward the proposed Airline Terminal Improvement Project.

Preliminary findings for a total of 50,000 square feet of Community Priority square footage allocation were made by the City Council on September 1, 1998, for the Airline Terminal Improvement Project.  On September 20, 2007, the Planning Commission approved the proposed project, which required the following discretionary applications: a Coastal Development Permit for new development in the Appealable jurisdiction of the City’s Coastal Zone and a Development Plan for construction of non-residential square footage from the Community Priority Category.  Planning Commission also gave the proposed project a positive recommendation to City Council for a Final Community Priority Designation.

Community Priority Category:
The City Charter and SBMC §28.87.300 provide for City Council designations of square footage for projects of broad public benefit deemed “necessary to meet present or projected needs directly related to public health, safety or general welfare.” (Attachment 2)

If Council approves the recommended allocation, 92,889 square feet will remain in the Community Priority Category.  Please refer to Attachment 1 for a list of Community Priority projects that have received a Preliminary or Final Designation.  As noted on the list, there are some designations that may be reallocated to other categories, or withdrawn.  These changes could possibly result in 20,000 to 90,000 square feet being added back to the Community Priority category to be used for future allocations.
Project Needs:
The primary objective of the project is to meet the needs of Santa Barbara’s traveling public and improve the facility to allow it to function as an efficient, modern Terminal while rehabilitating the 1942 building and maintaining the Santa Barbara Airport experience.  Staff is of the opinion that the proposed project meets the definition of a Community Priority in that it meets a need related to general welfare.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

The Project will be funded by debt financing, FAA grants, Passenger Facility Charge revenue, and airport revenue.
SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT:

Consistent with Council’s vision for a sustainable city and for City government to lead by example, the Airline Terminal Project has been registered for both LEED certification and the Savings By Design Program. The Project goal is to attain a LEED Silver rating.

To further reduce the new Terminal’s energy consumption the Airport Department intends to distribute a Request for Proposals (RFP) for construction of solar canopies in the Long Term Parking Lot.  

In addition to the above programs and in recognition of the broader issue of climate change, including the new Airline Terminal facilities, the Airport Department has completed a Greenhouse Gas Inventory and Carbon Footprint Reduction Plan for the entire Airport Property.   
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Table of Projects with Preliminary or Final Community Priority
Designations

2.
Summary of Charter Provisions of Community Priority Category Designations

PREPARED BY:
Laurie Owens, AICP, Project Planner
SUBMITTED BY:
Karen Ramsdell, Airport Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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