Existing Building Heights Charter Language (Charter Section 1506)
The Charter language that could change as a result of the passing of a Charter Amendment includes:

Charter of the City of Santa Barbara - Section 1506 – Building Heights. Limitations

It is hereby declared the policy of the City that high buildings are inimical to the basic residential and historical character of the City.  Building heights are limited to 30 feet in areas zoned for single-family and two-family residences; are limited to 45 feet in areas zoned for residences for three (3) or more families, for hotel, motel and office use; are limited to 60 feet in areas zoned for industrial, manufacturing and other commercial uses; and 30 feet for all other zones.  The Council may, by ordinance, set limits of heights less than these maximums.  The Council may, by ordinance, set up reasonable methods of measuring the heights set forth in this section.  (Approved by election held November 7, 1992)

Existing Building Heights Definition (SBMC Section 28.04.120)

The maximum vertical height of a building or structure at all points measured from natural or finished grade, whichever is lower.  Architectural elements that do not add floor area to a building, such as chimneys, vents, antennae, and towers, are not considered a part of the height of a building, but all portions of the roof are included.

Save El Pueblo Viejo Charter Language Amendment

Amend Section 1506 as follows:  “It is hereby declared the policy of the City that high buildings are inimical to the basic residential and historical character of the City.  Therefore, building heights are limited to 30 feet in areas zoned for single-family and two-family residences; and building heights in areas zoned for residences for three (3) or more families and all other building heights shall be limited to 45 feet except in the El Pueblo Viejo Landmark District where building heights shall be limited to 40 feet. The Council may, by ordinance, set limits of heights less than these maximums.  The Council may, by ordinance, set up reasonable methods of measuring the heights set forth in this section.”
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