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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
December 23, 2008
TO:
Finance Committee
FROM:
City Administrator’s Office
SUBJECT:
Comparative Indicators Report
RECOMMENDATION:  
That the Finance Committee receive a report on Comparative Indicators. 
DISCUSSION:
Background

In 2006 and 2007, Comparative Indicators were presented to the Finance Committee.  At the request of the Finance Committee, this report has been revised.  The current report utilized California cities rather than cities with similar population size.  The majority of these cities are coastal communities which offer similar services and revenue streams.
Comparative Indicators 

The attached Comparative Indicators Report compares Santa Barbara with ten other California communities.  The dynamics of these cities are similar to Santa Barbara in the services provided and the focus on tourism.  This information provides a snap-shot of key indicators related to City demographics, revenues and expenditures, staffing, Public Safety and services.  A table of comparative indicator data, compiled from Fiscal Year 2008 budgets, on-line resources and reports, and communication with staff, is followed by graphs arranged by indicator groups.  This data provides a starting point for Council and staff to measure our effectiveness and efficiency in comparison with these other communities.  
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