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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
July 1, 2008
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
City Administrator’s Office
SUBJECT:
Santa Barbara County Green Business Program
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council approve $10,000 for the Santa Barbara County Green Business Program to certify local businesses for achievement in waste prevention, recycling, energy efficiency, water conservation, water quality, and alternative transportation.
DISCUSSION:

Several government and non-profit agencies in Santa Barbara County have formed a new Green Business Program (GBP) to recognize achievements by businesses in waste prevention, recycling, energy efficiency, water conservation, water quality, and alternative transportation.  On June 5, 2008, the Sustainability Council Committee heard a presentation from GBP representatives and recommended providing $10,000 to implement the program.  
Funds will be spent on services and materials to certify businesses in the City of Santa Barbara.  City staff will participate with other agencies in reviewing certification checklists to ensure criteria meets the City’s environmental goals.  Staff support from the Water Resources, Environmental Services, Creeks, Transportation, and Facilities Divisions is needed to review checklists.  
Budget and Financial Impact
The Green Business Program costs will be shared by the following sources:  Water Fund (25%), Wastewater Fund (25%), Solid Waste Fund (25%), and Intra-City Service Fund (25%) for Motor Pool and Facilities, the current funding allocation for the Sustainability program.  
Sustainability Impact
A Green Business Program will help local businesses understand opportunities to protect and enhance the environment and implement best practices.  The Program will help the City of Santa Barbara and regional partners recognize businesses for their sustainability achievements.  
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Request Letter from Santa Barbara County Public Works Department, dated March 31, 2008

2.
Proposed Budget and Funding Breakdown


PREPARED BY:
Nina Johnson, Assistant to the City Administrator
SUBMITTED BY:
Jim Armstrong, City Administrator

APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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