Attachment 1


RESOLUTION NO. ____
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA BARBARA CALLING AND GIVING NOTICE OF THE HOLDING OF A SPECIAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO BE HELD IN THE CITY ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2008, FOR THE SUBMISSION OF A PROPOSED ORDINANCE TO THE VOTERS IN ORDER TO REDUCE AND MODERNIZE THE CITY’S EXISTING UTILITY USERS TAX ORDINANCE (SANTA BARBARA MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 4.24) WITH RESPECT TO UTILITY TAXES ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND VIDEO SERVICES

WHEREAS, pursuant to authority provided by state Elections Code section 9222 and Article XIII C, Section 2(b) of the California Constitution, the City Council of the City of Santa Barbara, hereby elects to submit the proposed City of Santa Barbara “Telecommunications and Video Users Tax Reduction and Modernization Ordinance” (as attached hereto as Exhibit A and dated as of July 1, 2008) to the electorate of the City for possible approval pursuant to the requirements of the state Elections Code and Article XIII C of the state Constitution; 

WHEREAS, the City Council is authorized by the state Elections Code to consolidate this special City election with the Presidential  General election to be conducted on November 4, 2008 by the County of Santa Barbara and will be acting by resolution adopted concurrently with the adoption of this resolution to effectuate such a consolidation; and
WHEREAS, Article XIII C, Section 2(b) provides that, in order for the Santa Barbara City Council to consolidate this special City election with the November 4, 2008 statewide Federal Election being conducted by Santa Barbara County, the City Council must make an emergency declaration by a unanimous vote of the Council.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANTA BARBARA AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1.
That pursuant to the requirements of the City Charter and the laws of the State of California, there is called and ordered to be held in the City of Santa Barbara, on Tuesday, November 4, 2008, a special municipal election for the purpose of submitting the proposed City Telecommunications and Video Users Tax Reduction and Modernization Ordinance (as attached hereto as Exhibit A) to the voters of the City of Santa Barbara for their due approval or rejection with a ballot statement reading (as authorized by Elections Code section 13247) as follows:

	CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


	
	

	MEASURE __ 2008
	
	
	

	
	
	YES
	

	Shall Santa Barbara adopt an ordinance reducing the telecommunications utility users tax from 6% to 5.75%, to fund police, fire, 911, parks/recreation, gang prevention and after school programs for at-risk youth, senior services, street/pothole repairs, public transit, and other general fund services; exempting low-income seniors; prohibiting a tax rate increase without voter approval; equal treatment of taxpayers regardless of technology, annual audits, public review of expenditures and local control of all revenue?


	NO
	

	
	
	


SECTION 2.
As required by Article XIII C of the state Constitution, the City Council declares that there is an emergency need to hold and conduct this special City election concerning this Measure as soon as the law allows and to consolidate it with the Presidential General election to be conducted by the County of Santa Barbara on November 4, 2008.

SECTION 3.
That the text of the ordinance submitted to the voters of the City is attached as  Exhibit A, dated as of July 1, 2008.

SECTION 4.
That the ballots to be used at the election shall be in form and content as required by law.

SECTION 5.
That the City Clerk is authorized, instructed, and directed to procure and furnish any and all official ballots, notices, printed matter and all supplies, equipment,  and paraphernalia that may be necessary in order to properly and lawfully conduct the election.
SECTION 6.
Within 90 days of the adoption of this Resolution, City Staff is directed to prepare and to present to the City Council a public report and other public informational items (by way of a published notice public hearing) concerning the City’s need for a modernized telecommunications and video users utility tax ordinance in order to replace the City’s outdated 1970s era telephone and cable TV utility users taxing ordinance. This report and other public information should focus, in particular, on the potential loss of City utility tax revenues which are currently generated by the use of telecommunications and video services and the fiscal impact such a loss will have on the City’s general fund departments, such as police and fire services, as well as the potential impacts resulting from the loss of UUT reviews previously dedicated to the City’s streets maintenance fund. This report and other public informational materials shall at all times be prepared, used, and distributed in the manner required by state Government Code Section 54964 and state Elections Code Section 9212. 

SECTION 7.
That the polls for the election shall be open at seven o'clock a.m. of the day of the election and shall remain open continuously from that time until 8 o'clock p.m. of the same day when the polls shall be closed, except as provided in Section 14401 of the Elections Code of the State of California.

SECTION 8.
That in all particulars not recited in this resolution, the election shall be held and conducted as provided by law for holding municipal elections.

SECTION 9.
That notice of the time and place of holding the election is given and the City Clerk is authorized, instructed and directed to give further or additional notice of the election in time, form and manner as required by law.

EXHIBIT A
FULL TEXT OF MEASURE ___
CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

TELECOMMUNICATION AND VIDEO USERS TAX 

REDUCTION AND MODERNIZATION ORDINANCE

DRAFT DATED AS OF JULY 1, 2008
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