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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
August 12, 2008
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers
FROM:
Water Resources Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:
Introduction Of Ordinance Amending Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 14.23.009 And Chapter 22.80 Regarding Water Conservation Standards
RECOMMENDATION:    That Council:
A. Receive an update on the City’s Water Conservation Program; 

B. Introduce, and subsequently adopt, by reading of title only, An Ordinance of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Amending Section 14.23.009 and Chapter 22.80 of the Santa Barbara Municipal Code Regarding Landscape Design Standards for Water Conservation; and

C. Adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Adopting the Landscape Design Standards for Water Conservation.
DISCUSSION:
The City’s Water Conservation Program has helped Santa Barbara residents save water for 20 years and remains a vital element of the City’s water supply strategy.  The Water Conservation Program offers 21 water conservation components including rebates, incentives, outreach and assistance. Currently, overall water use is down 10% from the mid-1980s despite an increase in population. Additionally, the state-wide drought makes it even more important to stretch our local water supplies. 
An overview of the current activities of the City’s Water Conservation Program is provided below. More details will be provided in the City Council presentation, and a detailed program summary is available upon request.
· Rebates available for:
· High-efficiency toilets:  residential ($100) and commercial ($300)

· Commercial ultra-low-flush and waterless urinals ($300)

· High-efficiency clothes washers: residential ($150) and commercial ($350)

· Commercial water brooms ($50)
· Cooling tower conductivity controllers ($1200)
· Free Water Checkups
· Landscape & Irrigation Programs

· “Garden Wise Guys” television show
· Green Gardener Program
· California Landscape Budgets Program

· Free rain sensors
· Irrigation scheduling based on local weather 
· Outreach/Education Programs

· Website: www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov/water
· Youth Education Program

· 20 Gallon Challenge Media Campaign
· Developing Programs

· Water-wise Landscaping CD-Rom

· Smart Landscape Rebate Program

Landscape Design Standards for Water Conservation
Chapters 14.23 and 22.80 of the Santa Barbara Municipal Code specify Water Conservation Standards applicable within the City.  Sections 14.23.009 and 22.80.020 require projects that are subject to design review to comply with Landscape Design Standards for Water Conservation, adopted by Council resolution. 

The Landscape Design Standards for Water Conservation were originally adopted by resolution of the City Council on June 27, 1989 (see attachment).  There has been much progress in irrigation technology and sustainable landscaping practices in the last 19 years; therefore, it is time to bring the standards up to date.
In conjunction with the update of the standards, Staff recommends amending Sections 14.23.009 and 22.80.020 to add the recently created Single Family Design Board to the list of design review bodies that trigger compliance with the Landscape Design Standards for Water Conservation.

A technical advisory group of local landscape architects and horticulturalists was formed to work with City staff.  The group met twice and developed the proposed revisions to the Landscape Design Standards for Water Conservation.
The major changes in the proposed revisions include:
· A more up-to-date definition of water-wise plants and an increased variety of plants approved under the Water-Wise Plant category.
· No turf permitted in areas with any dimension less than eight feet, including medians and parkways.
· Weather-based irrigation controller and rain sensor required if an irrigation controller is included in the plans.
· Updated requirements to reflect current efficient irrigation technology.
Development and review of proposed revisions involved the following steps:
· Initial draft was developed by the technical advisory group.
· The proposed revisions were distributed to local landscape architects, landscape contractors, and neighborhood associations. 
· Comments received were incorporated into the final draft.
· Meetings were held with the Architectural Board of Review, Historic Landmarks Commission, Single Family Design Board, Water Commission, and the Sustainability Council Committee for review and comment on the final draft.
· Ordinance Committee reviewed the draft ordinance and resolution on August 5, 2008 and referred them to City Council for introduction and subsequent adoption.

SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT
Water conservation is an important part of the City’s water supply strategy and sustainability goals.  With these revised requirements, we can increase the water efficiency of new landscapes in the City of Santa Barbara.
ATTACHMENT:
Current Landscape Design Standards for Water Conservation    
PREPARED BY:
Alison Jordan, Water Conservation Coordinator/mh
SUBMITTED BY:
Christine F. Andersen, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator’s Office
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