Proposed General Plan Elements

The following list identifies the proposed elements for the updated General Plan and gives brief descriptions of their content.  State law mandates seven elements – Land Use, Housing, Circulation, Conservation, Open Space, Noise and Safety – but does not mandate how local government achieves this requirement, nor prevents local government from creating additional elements.  Currently, the city of Santa Barbara’s General Plan includes a Parks and Recreation Element, a Scenic Highways Element and Seismic Safety Element in addition to those mandated by the State.  The following descriptions identify where each of the current elements are included, wholly or in part, in the proposed General Plan elements. 
Land Use and Growth Management – This element is proposed to contain the policies for the land use categories, land use map, and growth management that are in the current Land Use Element.  A significant new policy proposes creation of a Mobility Oriented Development Area to better integrate land use and circulation policies. Other draft policies address how to manage the next increment of growth for both non-residential and residential land uses.  For non-residential growth, a range of 1 to 3 million square feet of building space would be allocated over the 22-year period to 2030.  For residential growth, a range of 2,000 to 4,500 new residential units would be planned for between now and the year 2030.  Land use policies from the Circulation Element will be brought into the new Land Use Element and it will continue to contain the Parks & Recreation, Open Space and Scenic Highways Elements.  
Economy and Fiscal Health – This new element covers both local and regional economic considerations, and will pull together policies promoting economic resiliency and equity.  Draft framework policies address green businesses, local small businesses, and employment for local residents, including a number of policies that would require the City to take a more proactive role in recruiting and retaining green businesses and encouraging training and employment of local residents.

Environmental Resources – This element combines the existing Noise, Safety and Seismic Safety elements with portions of the Conservation Element and will feature a major new section regarding energy and climate change. Proposed energy policies address energy conservation in new construction and encourage the use of alternative energy resources.  The main climate change policy will produce a Climate Change Action Plan for the City, as mandated by new State law.  Other policies address air quality, and protection of creeks and the urban forest, among many other policies in this proposed element.  One policy section addresses the new topics of food and agricultural resources.  
Historic Resources and Community Design – This element is proposed to contain policies currently in the Land Use, Housing, and Conservation elements.  Under this element, the framework offers a set of draft policies for design guidelines and standards that, in combination, address what development in the Downtown and other commercial areas should look like and what public amenities should be provided. The draft policy on building height proposes is silent on the current height limits of 60 feet in some commercial areas, but suggests lower, stepped-back heights adjacent to residential areas and historic structures.  The draft policies in the Historic Resources section of this element identify proposed policies to compliment and strengthen existing preservation policies.
Housing – These goals and policies will receive a more focused review in conjunction with all existing housing policies during the state mandated Housing Element update process that is running parallel with PlanSB.  The draft housing policies included in the framework primarily address ways to increase the provision of affordable housing and retain or increase rental housing, while also maintaining the small-town character of Santa Barbara.  One policy would encourage and facilitate second residential units in selected residential areas.  The draft housing policies provide an example of addressing the interconnected goals of sustainability, in this case affordable housing and community character.

Circulation – This element was updated in 1997 and remains visionary in terms of a community that seeks to become more sustainable. The draft policies are minor revisions to existing policies that are intended to better integrate circulation policies with the other elements, and give greater emphasis to alternative modes of transportation and the need to reassess parking requirements.  Many of these policies could reduce community dependence/use of oil thereby advancing the energy conservation goals of this update process.  
Public Services and Safety – In addition to most publicly-provided services and facilities, such as water and sewer, and fire and police, this element would also include policies for public utilities (currently in the Circulation Element) and emergency preparedness.
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