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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
January 13, 2009
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Water Resources Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:
2008 Annual Water Supply Management Report
RECOMMENDATION:
That Council approve and adopt the City of Santa Barbara Water Supply Management Report for the 2008 water year, finding groundwater resources are in long-term balance in accordance with the conjunctive management element of the City’s Long-Term Water Supply Program (LTWSP).
DISCUSSION:
The Water Supply Management Report (WSMR) is an annual report summarizing activities of the past water year (October 1, 2007 through September 30, 2008).  City staff uses the WSMR as an opportunity to inform Council and the public about recent activities and current water supply conditions.  The report also fulfills a mitigation requirement for the Coastal Branch of the State Water Project, which requires that water supplies be managed in such a manner as to prevent long-term over drafting of local groundwater supplies.  Key issues discussed in the 2008 WSMR are summarized below.
· Groundwater resources are in balance and long-term groundwater production does not exceed perennial basin yield.

· Due to heavy rainfall, Lake Cachuma filled completely in January 2008 and ended the water year at 93% of capacity.  As the City’s largest water supply source, Lake Cachuma is the most important indicator of the City’s water supply status.  While our water supply is always managed with potential drought in mind, the current high level of storage means there are no immediate concerns about local drought.
· The burning of 60% of the Gibraltar watershed in 2007, followed by heavy rainfall this past winter, resulted in erosion and sediment flows that reduced the storage capacity of Gibraltar Reservoir from 6,800 acre-feet (AF) to 5,300 AF.  Due to this loss in capacity, staff is working to implement provisions of the 1989 “Pass Through Agreement” to allow delivery of a portion of the City’s Gibraltar water through Lake Cachuma.  Gibraltar Reservoir ended the year with storage at 75% of the new 5,300 AF capacity.  The fire also resulted in significant water quality problems, requiring additional effort and expense for water treatment.  Further siltation and water quality problems can be expected if heavy rainfall develops during the current rainy season.  
· A major ruling by the State Water Resources Control Board on water rights for the Cachuma Project is still pending.  At issue is how water should be managed to balance the needs for our water supply, while protecting fish.  It is unknown at this time when a ruling can be expected.  
· The City’s award winning Water Conservation Program continues to serve City customers.  Landscape design standards for water conservation were updated this year and a rain sensor rebate program was launched.  Demand for 2008 was 14,669 AF, down about 300 AF from the extremely dry 2007 water year, but still reflecting an unusually dry spring.  Currently, demand during a year of normal rainfall is estimated to be about 14,500 AF per year, or about 11% below the 1988 level of 16,300 AF.

In summary, water supplies continue to be sufficient to meet the goals of the City’s LTWSP, adopted in 1994.  Extensive work is under way to develop the water supply and demand information necessary to update the LTWSP in conjunction with the Plan Santa Barbara process.  
The draft WSMR has been made available for public review and comment.  On December 6, 2008, the City Water Commission reviewed the draft WSMR and voted to recommend approval with suggested additions and clarifications that have been incorporated.  
ATTACHMENT:
2008 Water Supply Management Report
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Rebecca Bjork, Water Resources Manager/BF/spm
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Christine F. Andersen, Public Works Director
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