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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
February 10, 2009
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Engineering Division, Public Works Department
SUBJECT:
Outdoor Lighting And Streetlight Design Guidelines
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council hear a report from the Streetlight Design Guidelines Advisory Group and adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara Establishing And Approving The City’s Outdoor Lighting And Streetlight Design Guidelines Dated As Of February 10, 2009.
DISCUSSION:
Over the past several years, City streetlight related issues have been discussed in detail by the City Boards and Commissions on a case-by-case basis as projects are reviewed through the City’s development review process.  Certain streetlight issues and concerns continue to resurface, such as appropriate illumination, available streetlight pole-type and light-fixture style, streetlight aesthetics, light pollution, and City fiscal impacts pertaining to maintenance of poles and fixtures.  Primary areas of concern pertain to the aesthetics of the “cobra head” style light fixture, and fiscal issues associated with maintaining and installing streetlight poles and fixtures. 
In response to these ongoing concerns, on March 22, 2005, Council formally established a City Streetlight Design Guidelines Advisory Group (Advisory Group) to evaluate issues and propose recommendations for Council to consider for adoption.  The Advisory Group consists of representatives of Council, Planning Commission, Historic Landmarks Commission, Architectural Board of Review, Transportation and Circulation Committee, and City staff.  
The goals of the Advisory Group are as follows:
a) Review established lighting in the City, identify issues, and recommend improvements.
b) Establish lighting styles in areas where none exist.
c) Recommend additional lighting styles, as deemed appropriate, to increase the City inventory.
d) Evaluate fiscal impacts pertaining to maintenance and proposed improvements; Draft Streetlight Guidelines for Council’s consideration.
The Advisory Group made several presentations to each of the Boards and Commissions listed above and to the Single Family Design Board.  At the meetings, staff also received public input.  The Boards and Commissions have unanimously recommended that the proposed Outdoor Lighting and Streetlight Design Guidelines (Attachment 1) be forwarded to Council for formal approval.
Additionally, the Advisory Group updated the 1997 adopted Outdoor Lighting Design Guidelines, as it was opportune to combine the existing Outdoor Lighting Guidelines with the Streetlight Design Guidelines for convenience and consistency. A summary of changes to the current Outdoor Lighting Guidelines is included as Attachment 2.  
The proposed Streetlight Design Guidelines include the following highlights:
· Light pollution shall be minimized.
· New and retrofitted existing light fixtures shall be as energy efficient as feasible.

· Streetlights should have a city-wide consistent theme, within which variation can occur.

· Standardize a limited number of pole and fixture combinations.

· The cobra head light fixture shall be phased out over time on a project by project basis.

· Integrate existing and new guidelines for appropriate locations of streetlights and requests for new streetlights.

· Maximize improvements in aesthetics, functionality, energy efficiency, and maintenance by the most cost effective means.

· Enhance safety and security for pedestrians.

· Establish streetlight styles in areas where none exist.

· Address streetlight fiscal impacts.
· A City Streetlight Style and Location Map that identifies the existing streetlights within the City.  The map also includes recommended poles and light fixtures.

A standard City development condition of approval for streetlights related to new developments and subdivisions will be prepared by the City Attorney’s Office.  It will provide that the placement and standards for new City streetlights will be determined by the City Engineer on a project by project basis in accordance with the Streetlight Design Guidelines.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

Currently, the City only budgets for limited maintenance of existing streetlights.  No new budget is being proposed to implement the proposed Streetlight Design Guidelines.  The Boards and Commissions were made aware that project by project approval will be the means to implement the proposed guidelines.
SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT:  

The proposed guidelines emphasize and promote energy efficiency.  A new light fixture is proposed to be added to the City inventory that can be easily converted to Light Emitting Diode technology when the City determines the technology is advanced enough to be cost effective.

ATTACHMENT(S):
1.
Outdoor Lighting and Streetlight Design Guidelines (Exhibit A to Resolution)
2.
Summary of changes to the current Outdoor Lighting Design Guidelines
PREPARED BY:
John Ewasiuk, Principal Civil Engineer/JE/mj
SUBMITTED BY:
Christine F. Andersen, Public Works Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator’s Office
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