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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
April 7, 2009
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Housing and Redevelopment, Community Development Department
SUBJECT:
Human Services Contract Assignments For Homeless Shelter Meal And Domestic Violence Intervention Programs
RECOMMENDATION: That Council:
A.
Authorize the assignment of Community Kitchen Human Services Contract No. 22,729 in the remaining amount of $26,000 for the period of January 1 – June 30, 2009, to Casa Esperanza for operation of the Homeless Shelter Meal Program; and
B.
Authorize the assignment of Domestic Violence Solutions Human Services Contract No. 22,733 in the remaining amount of $4,750 for the period of January 1 ‑ June 30, 2009, to Zona Seca for operation of the Domestic Violence Intervention Program.
DISCUSSION:
Community Kitchen

As of February 1, 2009, Casa Esperanza merged with Community Kitchen to assume responsibility for operations of the Community Kitchen Program in Santa Barbara. Community Kitchen has submitted paperwork to the State of California to dissolve its 501(c)(3) status.  Two of Community Kitchen’s board members have joined the Casa Esperanza Board of Directors, and the remaining board members will serve as the Community Kitchen Board of Managers, which will oversee the day-to-day operation of the program.
Community Kitchen has been serving free meals three times daily to homeless Santa Barbara residents for the past 17 years. It currently operates out of the Ridley-Tree Kitchen at Casa Esperanza. Meals are prepared by paid staff and volunteers serve the food, assist with food pick-up, and clean up after meals.  The City of Santa Barbara has supported this program through its Human Services funds since Fiscal Year 1996. The City portion is approximately 12% of the program’s total operating budget.
The Community Development and Human Services Committee made a recommendation at their February 24, 2009 meeting that City Council authorize the assignment of Community Kitchen’s Human Services Contract No. 22,729 and the remaining $26,000 to Casa Esperanza. The contract is for the operation of the Homeless Shelter Meal Program through June 30, 2009. 
Domestic Violence Solutions

Due to state funding cuts, as well as non-payment of program fees by program participants, Domestic Violence Solutions (DVS) closed their Domestic Violence Intervention Program as of January 30, 2009. The board of DVS decided to eliminate the Intervention Program and focus their remaining resources on other DVS programs.
Zona Seca agreed to take DVS clients into their Family Violence Program at the request of the County Probation Department. Zona Seca has been a provider of batterer intervention services for the County for many years. The program provides a 52-week counseling and education program for court-mandated adults who have committed acts of violence against a domestic partner. The City of Santa Barbara has supported the Intervention Program through its Human Services funds since Fiscal Year 2000.

The Community Development and Human Services Committee made a recommendation at their February 24, 2009 meeting that City Council authorize the assignment of Domestic Violence Solutions Human Services Contract #22,733 and the remaining $4,750 to Zona Seca. The contract is for the operation of the Domestic Violence Intervention Program through June 30, 2009. 

Both contracts allow for assignment with prior written consent of the City.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Letter from Casa Esperanza and Community Kitchen

2. Letter from Domestic Violence Solutions
3. Letter from Zona Seca
4. Letter from Santa Barbara County Probation Department

PREPARED BY:
Sue Gray, Community Development Program Supervisor II
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Community Development Director 
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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