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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA


COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

AGENDA DATE:
May 12, 2009
TO:
Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:
Planning Division, Community Development Department

SUBJECT:
Updated El Pueblo Viejo Landmark District Guidelines
RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council adopt, by reading of title only, A Resolution of the Council of the City of Santa Barbara to Adopt Updated Design Guidelines for El Pueblo Viejo Landmark District.
DISCUSSION:
El Pueblo Viejo Guidelines (“Guidelines”) were originally adopted in 1982 and revised in 1995.  In 2004, a new Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC) El Pueblo Viejo Guidelines Subcommittee was formed to amend and update the Guidelines.  Meetings began in earnest in 2006, and after a three-year process of working closely with the Subcommittee, the existing Guidelines have been revised. At their meeting of April 1st, the Commission voted to forward a recommendation for adoption to Council (see Attachments 1 and 2).


The purpose of the Guidelines is to assist the public in the Historic Landmarks Commission’s review process by clarifying the design criteria for El Pueblo Viejo Landmark District and facilitate compliance with the City of Santa Barbara Charter and Municipal Code Chapter 22.22, the Historic Structures Ordinance.
Changes to the Guidelines include:
· A reorganized and revised layout;

· An expanded collection of building and detail photographs, inside and outside of El Pueblo Viejo Landmark District, including Cabrillo Blvd. and the Mission area;
· A new color Downtown Paseos map delineating existing paseos, potential new paseos, city public parking lots and garages, and public plazas;

· A new section on roof design;

· A new Compatibility Guidelines chapter addressing compatibility of new development with the existing environment, building massing and height, and setbacks, as required by the Municipal Code;
· An enlarged landscaping chapter including sections on site layout and massing, and sustainability principals;

· A new Architectural Design Elements chapter containing 27 color photographs and text describing important design and construction details ranging from arcades to wall surfaces;

· A collection of hand-rendered sketches and measured drawings of appropriate chimney caps, roof cornices, brick and tile patterns, roof details, and wrought iron metalwork;

· A new chapter on sustainable architecture to guide applicants in designing  projects that will be both sustainable and aesthetically appropriate;
· Updated references to additional design guidelines adopted in the past ten years;

· A new Technical Appendix including direction on story pole placement and visual aid requirements.  This chapter provides information on size, bulk, and scale analysis tools, floor-to-lot area ratio data, lot coverage, open space, and landscape data; and
· An expanded list of recommended plant materials including 16 color photographs.
In addition to the updated Guidelines, an online photograph library was created and posted to the city’s website.  This library contains an inventory of additional photos of building examples and design elements.

BUDGET/FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

The printing cost, $5,573, for approximately 300 copies of the guidelines, is already funded and encumbered.  The Guidelines will be available for downloading from the City’s website.  The public may also purchase a printed copy at a cost of $15 per book.

SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT:  

The updated Guidelines have a new chapter on sustainability to assist applicants to design projects that will be sustainable and aesthetically appropriate.  The Guidelines encourage small-scaled development and traditional forms of architecture that use natural building materials.  The Guidelines will be accessible on the City’s website, allowing free public access to the document via the Internet, from any computer.
NOTE: 
The 1995 El Pueblo Viejo Guidelines, 2nd Edition, has been provided to the Mayor and Council and is available for public viewing at the City Clerk’s office.  

The proposed Guidelines are available for public viewing online at: 


http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/Resident/Home/Guidelines/#epv (Click on "updated version.")
ATTACHMENTS:
1.
Historic Landmarks Commission minutes dated April 1, 2009

2. Errata List, March 27, 2009
3. Amended Errata List, April 29, 2009
PREPARED BY:
Susan Gantz, Planning Technician II
SUBMITTED BY:
Paul Casey, Community Development Director
APPROVED BY:

City Administrator's Office
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