2009 – 2010 COMMUNITY ARTS

GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS

Grant  #       Organization



Amt. Requested

Amt. Recommended



CA-01

Art from the Heart



$6,000



$2,000
The goal of the Art from the Heart (AFH) Multigenerational Program is to bring generations together and encourage those artistic gifts in participants of all ages and abilities.  AFH links participants through creative classes in movement, singing and instrument exploration, and body and face painting.  Grant funds are requested to purchase materials and pay the instructor to coordinate and schedule multi-generational classes in Santa Barbara. This project provides an opportunity for intergenerational interaction and dialog using the arts to promote self-expression, confidence and self-esteem. Panel Comments:  The Committee applauds the applicant for this program that reaches an underserved audience and sees the value to the community of creative multigenerational interaction and for expanding participation with existing community resources. The grant application, however, was not specific on details of where and how children will be recruited.  The budget did not show enough detail; specifically in earned income.  If the applicant applies in the future, the committee would request more budget detail and clarification on the project and outcomes.

CA-02

Betsy Gallery Mosaic Project

$6,000



$2,000

The artist proposes to work with the community including survivors and first responders from the recent fires that have occurred in the community using pottery shards that will be gathered by the participants.  Workshops will be held to develop a mural that when complete would be installed at SB County Fire Headquarters.  Grant funds would pay the artist to coordinate, teach workshops, and oversee the fabrication of the mural in collaboration with Art From Scrap.  Panel Comments: The committee liked the concept of the proposal, specifically the community involvement.  It was unclear where and how the volunteers would be recruited for the project.  The budget was vague and the committee was concerned that the majority of funding for the project would be coming from this grant.  The Committee recommends that the applicant find additional matching funds for the project in addition to in-kind contributions listed in the grant.
CA-03

Boys and Girls Club of Santa Barbara
$3,000



$2,000
Funds are requested to expand the Fine Arts Program that is focused on underserved youth through the addition of personnel as well as art materials.  The program consists of painting, ceramics, drawing and sculpture education, with a focus on art techniques, art history, and artists.  The greatest emphasis is in the area of ceramics where 50% of the artist educators teach.  Panel Comments:  This is an established program that reaches many underserved youth.  Their continuity is a great strength.  The application did not clarify whose salary would be supported and where the money would be spent. The inclusion of art history (50 Artists in 50 Days Program) as part of the curriculum was also seen as a valuable addition to the program.
CA-04

Children’s Creative Project


$6,000



$2,500

Since 1984, Children’s Creative Project (CCP) has produced the free Arts Catalog that is distributed annually to 300 public and private schools throughout the county. During the academic year, Children’s Creative Project will serve six schools in the SB Elementary School District.  Requested grant funds will help subsidize, in part, performances by professional touring artists (many from the Santa Barbara Region) that will occur at individual school sites (most of whom are Title 1 schools).  Panel Comments:  The Committee recognizes and applauds the value of CCP that has a proven track record of support to artists and to the schools. The value of this program becomes greater as funding for arts in the public schools diminishes.  The Committee appreciated the detail provided in the grant application.  Funding from the Community Arts Grant is to be used to support artist fees. 

CA-05

Chumash Maritime Association

$6,000



$2,500

The Chumash Maritime Association requests grant funds to help produce a Syuxtum Cultural podcast to be used to interpret the Chumash mosaic story circle plaza that is included in the West Beach Pedestrian Improvement Project along Cabrillo Blvd.  The funds would be used for artist fees, production costs, and marketing for a brochure to increase awareness of the podcast.  Panel Comments:  The Committee recognizes the importance of the preservation of the Chumash culture and recognizes the podcast is a very appropriate vehicle to convey culture through inclusion of music, sound and the spoken word. The collaboration with the Maritime Museum should provide increased access to the podcast and supporting materials. The committee had concerns that the Community Arts grant is the sole funding source for this project; the budget did not clearly indicate matching funds and reinforce the narrative of the grant request.
CA-06

Everybody Dance Now!


$6,000



$3,500

Everybody Dance Now! (EDN!) has brought free weekly dance classes to over 700 low-income children and teens in Santa Barbara since April 2006.  Their classes are taught by talented and enthusiastic high school and college students who participate in frequent trainings and team-bonding meetings.  EDN! holds 8-10 dance classes per week at various times and locations.  EDN!  holds master dance classes and has a performing troupe that performs at numerous and diverse community locations and events. Funds are requested for salaries, insurance, and support for expenses associated with world dance classes.  Panel Comments:  EDN! Serves a remarkable number of students and is well integrated into the fabric of the community. The grant was very well written, and the volunteer base is admirable.  Impact of use of grant funds was very well articulated.     
CA-07

Friends of the Eastside Library

$5,000



$3,000
This Ethnic Outreach Multicultural Arts Program provides a free monthly children’s performance series at the Eastside Branch Library. Programs are bilingual, showcase a variety of cultures, represent a variety of arts forms, are family oriented, encourage participation, and often employ local artists.  Participating artists are found either through the Children’s Creative Project Art Catalogue, or by word of mouth through library sources.  The Eastside Library’s Spanish-speaking director has a goal to increase bilingual programming at the Library.   All grant funds are requested for the performance series and will be used for artist fees.  Panel Comments:  This was a well written and thorough grant application.  This multicultural, multigenerational program is ongoing and year round in a neighborhood that has few resources.  The Committee commends their collaborative efforts.

CA-08

Inner Light Community Gospel Choir
$2,500



$1,750
In celebration of the Annual Black History Month held in February, the Innerlight Community Gospel Choir conducts a local Gospel Music Workshop each year.  The choir’s endeavor is to broaden its outreach to include diverse participants throughout the county and beyond.  The primary purpose of the workshop is to preserve and increase awareness of gospel music as a unique part of American musical cultural tradition.  Grant funds will pay for salaries, advertising, and sound equipment rental.  Panel Comments:  Good collaboration with Endowment for Youth, the Downtown Organization’s 1st Thursday program, and other organizations.  The Committee does recognize the need to preserve and inform the community of this cultural tradition.  The applicant needs to articulate the community benefit and include more specific information in the future.  

CA-09

Michael Katz Storyteller


$6,000



$2,000

This project aims to provide supplementary funding for four storytelling residencies and 10 performances by storyteller Michael Katz in 14 Santa Barbara public elementary schools.  Each residency will involve two storytelling performances for the entire school.  The grant funds are requested as supplemental funding for the performances at area schools and will be used for administrative and artistic salaries.  Panel Comments:  This was a well written grant.  The applicant is well respected and recognized in the community, as a rare combination of artist and administrator. The grantee reaches a very large and diverse audience.   Grant funding is to be used for artist fees only.
CA-10

On the Verge




$6,000



$2,000

On the Verge Teen Choreographer’s Showcase provides teens with the unique opportunity to choreograph original work with the help of professional mentors. On the Verge provides the opportunity for teens to see their work performed for their peers and the community in a professional setting.  Funds are requested to pay salaries.  Panel Comments:  The panel commends the group for its mentorship model to give back to the community through providing lectures and demonstrations to young aspiring dancers and choreographers.  In future grant applications, the committee would like to see the specific use of funds and the impact of the program more clearly articulated and see strategies to include more diversity among the participants.
CA-11

Pride Foundation



$5,000



$2,250

The Pacific Pride Foundation requests funds to help pay for hiring and engaging a headlining performer, musical bands, and LGBT authors for the Pacific Pride Festival.  Grant funds would also be used to pay for art activities targeted to children and youth.  Panel Comments:  Committee commends the applicants for preserving this important festival with multigenerational impacts; and recognizes their excellent fundraising efforts.  Grant funds are to be used to pay regional artists.  Committee recommends collaboration with Art from Scrap for some of the children’s activities.  
CA-12  
Peace Chair Project



$6,000



$ 500

The Peace Chair Project will place Peace Chairs designed by artists for the purpose of peaceful conflict resolution and mediation.  The applicant plans has initiated this project in Solvang and has plans to place these chairs in Lompoc, Santa Maria, Guadalupe, and the Santa Barbara Main Library and a local Charter School.  Grant funds would be used for artists and coordinator salaries, as well as supplies.  Panel Comments:  While the panel sees this as a good concept with good community sponsorships, it found the Peace Chair Project needs a more defined curriculum and measurable outcomes more defined; and the segment of the community served was limited. The “seed” money for this program is to be used for projects in the City of Santa Barbara only.  If the applicant were going to reapply for funds; the Committee would like to see matching grant funds and a broader reach to communities in the City of Santa Barbara.
CA-13

Performing and Visual Arts Camp

$6,000



$3,000

Performing and Visual Arts Camp (PVAC) began in 2004 to provide underserved students the opportunity to attend a high-quality arts camp.  PVAC is a high-energy arts camp designed for students ages 7-14 to experience the creative process of a musical production as well as receive instruction in core curriculum.  Funds are requested to support resident artists for the camp and the visiting artist series.    Panel Comments:  Well written and complete grant.  This recognized and valued program with a talented, diverse “faculty” serves underserved youth on the Westside. It has demonstrated community support.
CA-14

Project Renaissance



$6,000



$4,000

Project Renaissance targets at-risk youth living on the Westside of Santa Barbara.  They present five workshops run by professional artists based on art for social change involving images from the Renaissance.  Funds will be used to purchase canvases and pay artists salaries.  Panel Comments:  A well-written grant that clearly articulates use of funds and value of the program.  Project Renaissance has a proven record of reaching at-risk youth and entire families and is one of the few programs that incorporates visual arts in their program and engages them with community events such as Summer Solstice and the I Madonnari Festival.  

CA-15

SB African Heritage Film Series

$6,000



$3,000

This film series aims to promote diversity and tolerance.  In collaboration with FRESHi, the goal is to increase access to the arts and 21st century technology for underserved youth with digital filmmaking so they may tell their own stories.  The funds would be used for filmmaking enrichment camps and a project coordinator.  Panel Comments:  The committee commends SBAHFS for targeting this unique and accessible medium used to highlight a specific culture and engage youth in self-expression.  In the future more detail is needed to articulate how students benefit from the program and peer activities and how this program can link to other community programs or activities.  
CA-16

Santa Barbara Festival Ballet

$5,000



$2,000
Since 1971, the Santa Barbara Festival Ballet has been presenting an annual performance of Tchaikovsky’s The Nutcracker at the historic Arlington Theater.  Requested grant fund would support the “Friends of Clara” program, now entering its third year.  The program is designed to directly benefit the underserved children in our community by underwriting tickets to the performance.  All funds will be used directly to buy a seat for a child and family member to attend a performance.  Panel Comments:  Committee recognizes the value of giving youth an entrance to live ballet and the theatre experience and the good partnerships with underserved youth SBFB is developing. The panel sees the huge return and community benefit for grant funds given. Budget figures for 2009-2010 were missing from the grant.
CA-17

Arts Ed at the Granada


$6,000



$2,000

The Teen Project is free of charge to highly at-risk students at El Puente High School.  After-school workshops will be led by professional documentary filmmakers. Grant funds will be used for salaries for instruction, marketing and publicity, and digital media supplies.  Panel Comments:  A well written grant with a structured program and use of funds clearly articulated.  The Committee recognizes the need for and value of filmmaking to be taught in this environment.  The panel suggests that the selection process for participants needs to be more inclusive.

CA-18

SB Youth Mariachi Festival


$6,000



$3,000

The Youth Mariachi Youth Festival Program holds weekly lessons at Franklin Elementary School that is open to all Santa Barbara area youth.  They also hold special camps and workshops in the summer.  The goal is to teach the cultural significance and richness of Mariachi music.  Funds would pay for instructors.  Panel Comments:  This was a well-written grant with good collaboration and accountability.  This a commendable multigenerational program.  The panel found the budget information included in the grant needed more detail, particularly with inclusion of past year’s budget, and further clarification of the Foundation Grant.
CA-19

Santa Barbara Vocal Jazz Foundation
$3,000



$2,000

The Santa Barbara Vocal Jazz Foundation is dedicated to bringing vocal jazz to underserved school children in primarily Title 1 schools in the city. To date, approximately 1,016 children have received individualized instruction in jazz harmony, jazz history, and firsthand appreciation of jazz as an American art form, by participating in the SBVJF Vocal Jazz Workshop.  The funds requested will pay for the entire eight-week workshop at an underserved school. SBVJF links artists to schools with programs that include multi-cultural components to build self-confidence and team building and provide a free grass roots music program that is very accessible since all kids need to participate is their voice to create music.  Panel Comments:  This is a well written grant with good follow-up with the students.  Budget needs clarification about expenses in the “other” category.  
CA-20

SONando Santa Barbara


$6,000



$3,400

SONando Santa Barbara is an organization dedicated to fostering cross-cultural connections celebrating “son” which is the regional music and dance from Mexico and Cuba with a rhythmic framework provided by the jarana, a small guitar-like instrument. Free evening classes will be offered at the Franklin Center.  The organization requests funds for instructors in order to extend current classes, and to pay costs for the Encuentro de Jaraneros, a community celebration to be held at Casa de la Guerra.   Panel Comments:  A well written and thorough grant.  Good collaborations.  Open classes and the final event is a bonus to preserving this specific and important art form.  
CA-21

Song of Place Poetry Project

$4,500


$576
The Song of Place Poetry Project (SPPP) presents diverse programs to a variety of city venues throughout the year.  Grant funds are requested for general support of community arts activities. SPPP is an on-going endeavor and has provided multi-cultural programming to a diversity of participants and presented to a multi-cultural audience in often non-traditional venues.  The artist is requesting funds to support her work.  Panel Comments:  Committee recognizes the many contributions of the individual artist, but found the grant request quite vague.  The panel recommends future requests focus on a specific concept or specific projects such as the yearly Langston Hughes project.  Funds from this grant are to be used for the next Langston Hughes project.  
CA-22

VIVA EL ARTE!



$6,000



$2,500
The VIVA EL ARTE! (VEA!) Community Arts Project is specifically designed to target underserved audiences across Santa Barbara County that include low income, Spanish-speaking communities and to provide them with accessible, no cost art performances and opportunities that reflect their unique cultural heritage and traditions. The Marjorie Luke Theatre on the Eastside has been the site of VEA! events in Santa Barbara.  The requested grant funds will specifically support the salaries of bilingual project coordinators.  Panel Comments:  A very well written grant for a program that continues to grow a diverse audience and community attendance at events.  The awarded grant funds are far-reaching.  In future grants the panel recommends that the eastside performance component be more clearly articulated.  

CA-23

Women’s Literary Festival


$6,000



$3,000
The Women’s Literary Festival, partnering with the Santa Barbara Library System and the UCSB Women’s Center, hosts seven diverse female authors who present their work in plenary and breakout sessions.  The 2010 Festival will be held in the City of Santa Barbara at the Fess Parker DoubleTree Resort.  Grant funds are requested to expand diversity and access to the Festival by funding Spanish translation of the brochure and program, fund an on-site American Sign Language translator for the event, and 50 scholarship admissions.  Grant funds are also requested to assist with advertising expenses.  

Panel Comments:  A well-written grant, and a valuable program to the community.  This is one of the only programs that present the written word as an art form.  The panel commends WLF for expanding outreach to underserved communities through Spanish and ASL translators and for continuing to provide scholarships and encourages WLF to continue in its effort to that direction.








Amt. Requested

Amt. Recommended









     $124,000



$54,476
ATTACHMENT 1
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