DRAFT

September 8, 2009
Ms. Renee Orr
Chief, Leasing Division
Minerals Management Service, MS 4010
381 Elden Street
Herndon, VA 20170-4817

Dear Ms. Orr,
The City of Santa Barbara has reviewed the Minerals Management Service’s (MMS) Draft Proposed Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil and Gas Leasing Program for 2010-2015 and notice of intent to prepare an environmental impact statement for that program.  It is our understanding that the Draft Leasing Program includes potential new oil leases in the Santa Barbara/Ventura Basins, including the Santa Barbara Ecological Preserve.  The City continues to be opposed to any new Federal oil leases in the Santa Barbara Channel and, in particular, any new leases in the Santa Barbara Ecological Preserve and associated buffer zone.  
The Santa Barbara Channel and shoreline offer a unique recreational and environmental setting which attracts visitors from across California and the nation.  The City’s coastal natural resources, ocean-related and visitor-serving commercial uses, and active harbor are dependent upon healthy marine resources in the channel.  The devastating effects of the 1969 oil spill on Santa Barbara clearly demonstrated the severe impacts offshore oil drilling can have on our coastal resources.  The designation of the Federal Santa Barbara Ecological Preserve and buffer zone in 1968 and 1969 are a testament to the unique ecology of the area and the history of damaging oil spills that have already affected our coastal resources and communities.  
The City’s General Plan states clearly that the City should “continue efforts to prohibit new oil exploration, drilling, and production in the channel and to cause the termination of existing leases and the removal of platform structures.”  Opening of new Federal oil leases offshore of Santa Barbara would prolong the use of aging, technologically outdated, and unsightly oil platforms and would likely lead to the installation of new oil infrastructure both onshore and offshore.   The potential impacts to our economy, commercial fishing, tourism, and sensitive coastal resources from accidents and spills outweigh any public benefit of developing new oil leases in the channel.   
We strongly encourage MMS to consider removing the Santa Barbara Channel from the OCS Oil Leasing Program for 2010-2015.  Additionally, any environmental impact statement for the Draft Leasing Program will need to include a comprehensive environmental evaluation that does not defer analysis of potential impacts to future steps in the leasing process.   
Sincerely,

Marty Blum
Mayor 
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