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The Central Coast Energy Independence Program – Project Definition for CEQA Compliance
The proposed project would establish the Central Coast Energy Independence Program (CCEIP), pursuant to AB 811.  The CCEIP would assist property owners with energy efficiency retrofits and installation of renewable energy projects to existing real property through voluntary contractual assessments, whereby Santa Barbara County would provide upfront capital for improvements to program participants. Contractual assessments would be paid off using property tax bills over a term of up to twenty years, and would be secured by an assessment lien.  The lien would remain with the property upon resale, enabling subsequent owners to benefit from the improvements.  

Residential and commercial property owners throughout Santa Barbara County, inclusive of all unincorporated communities and incorporated cities, are anticipated to participate in the CCEIP. To establish a contractual assessment, property owners would be required to follow a standard application process, whereby proposed improvements are reviewed by the CCEIP Program Administrator, and the ability of the property owner to repay contractual assessments is validated. The program is projected to fund approximately 400 applications per year for both residential and commercial retrofits, totaling approximately $12 million in improvements. Contractual assessments are expected to average approximately $30,000 per property; however, some projects, particularly commercial projects, are expected to qualify for larger amounts.  Applicants must follow existing permit processes to install improvements, and quality assurance measures will be in place to ensure correct installation.   


