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 CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 
 COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 
 

AGENDA DATE: December 8, 2009 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Recreation Division, Parks and Recreation Department  
 
SUBJECT:  Re-Appointment Of Youth Intern Applicant To Park And Recreation 

Commission   
  
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That Council request that Mayor Blum re-appoint Diego Torres-Santos to the position of 
Youth Intern on the Park and Recreation Commission. 
 
DISCUSSION:   
 
On February 7, 1995, the City Council established a Youth Intern Program for Charter 
Boards and Commissions.  The Program was established to expand the opportunities 
for City youth residents to participate in the City’s governmental and advisory role 
process. 
 
On June 6, 2000, Council extended the Youth Intern Program to high school student 
volunteers who reside within the Santa Barbara High School District or attend other high 
schools within the City limits to learn first hand how public decisions are made, and how 
City departments function in providing public services while at the same time providing 
community service that may qualify for academic credit. 
 
The Park and Recreation Commission has had a youth appointed to serve as Youth 
Intern since the program was adopted in 1995. Diego Torres-Santos, who has served 
as the Council-appointed Youth Intern to the Commission since October 14, 2008, has 
applied for re-appointment. The intern policy allows for youth to serve up to two years.  
 
Diego Torres-Santos              
 
Diego Torres-Santos is a senior at San Marcos High School with strong leadership 
ability and a strong academic standing.  Enthusiastically recommended by his Guidance 
Counselor as well as one of his mentors and former Spanish teachers, Diego is 
described as being “honorable, genuine and very kind.”  Diego has served for one year 
as the Youth Intern for the Park and Recreation Commission and has received high 
regards from the Commission as a whole.  Diego has accepted his responsibilities in 
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that position, regularly attending and participating in the Commission meetings as well 
as reporting back on those meetings to the Santa Barbara Youth Council, where he 
serves as 2nd Vice Chair.  As one of his extracurricular activities, Diego lists being a 
volunteer at the Twelve35 Teen Center, where almost daily he can be found working 
with the other teens and assisting staff with desk duties.  Currently maintaining a 3.25 
academic G.P.A., Diego continues to balance school assignments with an active Youth 
Council schedule, music and choir practice as well as other community services 
activities, such as working with the League of Women Voters and AHA.     
   
The Park and Recreation Commission has expressed its appreciation for the youth 
internship program and staff is confident that Diego Torres-Santos will fulfill his 
obligations as the Youth Intern on the Commission. 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 1. Intern Application 
  2. Letter of Recommendation 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan C. Young, Neighborhood and Outreach Services 

Supervisor 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Nancy L. Rapp, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
APPROVED BY:  City Administrator's Office 
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